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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse — Leader of the Opposition) [2.48 pm]: Before I sat down I was highlighting some 
of the failings in the delivery of basic services by this government into the households of Western Australia. The 
fourth point that I intend to touch on is a very significant and serious point. It is the fact that one of the legacies 
of this government’s inability to manage the economic conditions that are currently being enjoyed in Western 
Australia is that young Western Australians can no longer afford, in most instances, to buy a home and that, 
increasingly, young Western Australians can no longer afford to rent a home. The net result of that, through a 
trickle-down effect, is that more and more Western Australians — 

Point of Order 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The opposition listened with respect and dignity to the Premier when he gave his speech. 
Now that the Leader of the Opposition is giving his speech in reply, I can hear five conversations in this 
chamber. 
Mr A.J. Carpenter: They are all on your side of the chamber. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: They are not. There are three or four on the government side. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, it is not appropriate to conduct a conversation when making a point of 
order. The point of order is accepted, although there is no standing order involved. It is simply good manners 
that people should listen to the contribution. If conversations occurring in the chamber are such that they 
interfere with either the hearing or delivery of speeches, those conversations should be taken elsewhere. That 
applies to both sides of Parliament. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr T. BUSWELL: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.  

The issue with housing affordability is manifest from both a social perspective and an economic perspective. 
From the social perspective the sad fact is that in Western Australia this government has snuffed out one of the 
longest held aspirations of young people in our communities; that is, the aspiration to own their own home. From 
the economic perspective there is a significant issue. Western Australia is confronted with perhaps the largest 
labour shortage in its history. Recent reports from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia 
show that Western Australia’s workforce demand, as measured by full-time equivalent workers, will grow by 
400 000 workers, yet the state is on track to attract 250 000 workers. That is an average 15 000 FTE worker 
shortfall per annum for the next 10 years. That means that a significant labour crisis is facing the future of this 
state. One of the fundamental problems is that even if we can attract people to live and work in Western 
Australia, they cannot afford to stay here. They cannot afford to populate this state. That is an issue in the 
metropolitan area but more particularly in rural and regional Western Australia, especially in those industries 
that traditionally pay lower wages and are towards the bottom end of the skill and/or salary spectrums. This state 
has a fundamental challenge to address the labour shortage issue because it is the most significant issue that will 
prevent the private sector in this state from leveraging off the opportunities currently presented by the economic 
good times that the state is enjoying to grow and prosper.  

I will give a brief background on housing affordability because in a very short period under the careful guidance 
of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the capacity of young Western Australians to buy a house 
effectively evaporated. Between the December quarter of 2004 and the December quarter of 2006, the median 
house price in this state jumped from somewhere in the vicinity of $260 000 to somewhere in the vicinity of 
$460 000.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Who made the money?   

Mr T. BUSWELL: The minister was asleep at the wheel. The fundamental indicator of her failing is that two 
weeks ago she came out and said, “Network City—my great dream and vision for the future of this state is over.” 
She tossed it out and all the claptrap that goes with it. She abandoned the targets of Network City. She has 
chucked out urban infill. The minister was on a philosophical bender of manic and historic proportions in this 
state. Her focus was urban infill and a weird theory that people should walk or cycle to work. That theory led to 
the fact that the land supply in this state evaporated in 2005. We know it, her colleagues know it and everybody 
in the industry knows it. It was her and her alone. She can sit up and boast about an overpriced train line to 
Mandurah, but her legacy to future generations of Western Australians is the fact that they cannot afford a home. 
She was asleep at the wheel. She is on this philosophical bender that has even put some of her earlier benders in 
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the shade. We all know it. She would not let anyone release any land because she wanted people to live where 
they could walk or ride their pushbikes to work. Well should she leave this chamber in shame. I am worked up 
about this. It is a fundamentally important issue to the long-term social and economic fabric of this state. It is 
exactly what happened. Land supply evaporated in Western Australia during 2005 and prices went through the 
roof. Why did land supply evaporate? Because the approvals process became so bogged down — 

Mr G. Snook: Constipated. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: I thank the member for Moore. The approvals process was constipated by the minister. She 
does not usually have that effect on people—normally quite the opposite. She constipated the state’s approvals 
process and the industry could not deliver land to the market. She would come into this place holding up big 
maps all coloured in green and say, “That is all land zoned for urban development”, but there were no blocks 
available for anyone to build a house on. She came along and said, “I’m going to set a target for land release. I’m 
going to release 20 000 blocks.” She did not come within cooee of that figure. It was hopeless. It is a disgraceful 
abrogation of her responsibility as a minister. Future generations of this state will pay dearly for many years to 
come, even in far-flung corners of the state such as Karratha, Carnarvon, Exmouth, Jurien Bay, Esperance, 
Kalgoorlie, Busselton, Bunbury and Mandurah. It affects everybody the length and breadth of this state. 

Yesterday the Premier came into this place and gave a dour, boring, uninspiring and unimaginative speech. He 
said, “We’re going to solve housing affordability by thinking outside the box.” Not many government members 
would have heard him say that because most were asleep. The government created the problem. It has no 
capacity to solve the problem because it has not recognised the basic flaws in public policy in this state that 
delivered the problem. There is no commitment to free up the capacity of the property sector to bring land to the 
market. There is no commitment to review the taxes and charges that are levied on the property sector, which are 
inevitably passed on to land buyers. There is no commitment to review the role of LandCorp, one of the 
Treasurer’s favourite cash cows, and there is no commitment to enhance the role of community housing here in 
Western Australia.  
We have a unique situation in this state whereby the people are continually told in an almost Orwellian way that 
they have never had it so good. Yes, from a series of aggregate macro-economic measures, Western Australians 
have never had it so good. When we sit around the dinner tables in the households of Western Australia, we 
discover that we have an education system that parents do not have confidence in, a health system that 
consequently fails and community members who have never felt less safe in their homes, going about business in 
the communities they live in in a state where young Western Australians can no longer afford to buy a house. 
Those are the facts of the matter. What do Western Australians have? They have a tired, worn-out government 
that has no innovative plan to address any of these issues. The government has fallen back on its tired old track 
record and expects to inspire the people in the households of this state who are building aspirations that the 
government is stopping them from achieving. The government has run out of energy and enthusiasm. I think the 
Treasurer knows it. By the nature of the delivery of the Premier’s presentation yesterday and the response from 
the backbench, I suspect that the government knows it. 

There is one other issue that bores away into people in this state; that is, the Treasurer and the massive $2 billion 
surplus that he constantly churns out. He attempts to hold up that surplus as a symbol of his magnificence, but it 
sits around his neck and drags him down slowly. The people of Western Australia know that the $2 billion 
surplus is built on the back of levels of state taxation in Western Australia that no people at a state level in 
Australia have ever been subject to. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Second lowest in the country. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: No. Let us have a look. I do not have a certain document here but when there is a more 
opportune moment, we will read what the Chamber of Commerce and Industry has to say about the Treasurer’s 
inaccurate claims, his attempt to spin his way out of the fat Bishen Bedi style. He was a very good spinner—a far 
better spinner than the Treasurer is a Treasurer. The Treasurer is taxing the hard-working people of this state to 
the hilt.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: I have told the member for Peel that he did not have the oxygen mix right on one of those 
deep dives. I appreciate his service but I know that the IQ test is not part of the ALP preselection process. There 
are plenty of examples but he is not one of those, incidentally. He should just adjust the mix. 

In 2001 the total tax revenue was $2.9 billion. The forecast for this year is $6.4 billion; in other words, a 
$3.5 billion increase in tax take under the Treasurer’s watch. That is only a minor increase of 120 per cent, 
Treasurer. As I said earlier, by every meaningful measure of taxation competitiveness, Western Australia has 
gone backwards. Back then, the government changed the measures because it was getting embarrassed, and WA 
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has still gone backwards. It is a source of immense frustration to the people of this state that the government 
taxes them so heavily. Nowhere more is that self-evident than in stamp duty on conveyancing, Treasurer —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you’ll be voting for our duties bill, will you?  

Mr T. BUSWELL: I believe the opposition will be supporting the government’s duties bill. It might even 
encourage the Treasurer to go further. In 2000 the government collected around $550 million in stamp duty. 
What was the figure last year, Treasurer—$2 billion? That is a huge increase. The unfortunate thing is that when 
the rate of growth of median house prices in WA is mapped, the rate of growth of stamp duty on the same house 
has well and truly exceeded the rate of growth of the house price. In other words, the government used bracket 
creep to suck every last dollar out of the people of this state.  

I have been totally thrown by the arrival of the member for Mindarie with his living doll. Well done to him. He 
is a proud father and we are all very pleased for him. 

I will touch on one point. Yesterday the Treasurer said, “We built the railway and it was debt-free.” I do not 
know; what was did it cost—$1.2 billion? The Treasurer said, “We built the railway debt-free.” The facts are that 
in that year Western Australian households were forced to borrow at least $1 billion on top of what they would 
otherwise have borrowed to buy their homes to pay the government its stamp duty bill. In other words, although 
the government can argue, based on book entries, that that project is debt-free, the people carrying the debt for 
the government are the households of Western Australia. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you assume that everyone borrows to pay their stamp duty —  

Mr T. BUSWELL: I know that a lot of people borrow. The Treasurer can tell me what the figures are!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: — including the businesses! 
Mr T. BUSWELL: It is a fact that of $2 billion worth of stamp duty, 60 per cent is on residential property. The 
government is forcing households into debt to fund either its blow-out in recurrent spending, or projects like that. 
The Treasurer says in this place that the railway project is debt-free, but the opposition knows that the people 
who are suffering are the householders of this state whom the Treasurer personally forced into higher levels of 
debt. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: If you are right, you would have to abolish stamp duty for householders, to abolish that, 
wouldn’t you?  

Mr T. BUSWELL: The government would have to be fair about it! It is the “F” word, Treasurer—fair. F-A-I-R. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I borrowed the money for my stamp duty and it goes on the mortgage.  

Mr T. BUSWELL: Let me reflect. Seven years in government, and WA is today enjoying an economic boom 
and a record surplus, which is not driven by the government’s capacities; it is driven by the hard work of 
Western Australian families and businesses. This state has a government that is tired and devoid of energy. It is 
devoid of enthusiasm and devoid of a meaningful plan for the long-term future of Western Australia. The 
government can bandy the nice words around—what are they, “Building WA”—but it has no plan for the long-
term future of Western Australia. It is denying the people of this state an opportunity to participate in the 
prosperity that the great state of Western Australia is currently generating.  

The people of Western Australia, Treasurer, are asking for a dividend from this economic prosperity. I say that 
they are not just asking, I say that they are demanding a dividend from this economic prosperity. It is not a big 
ask. The people of WA are asking for schools in which they have confidence that their children will get the 
education that enables them to achieve that which their capacities will allow. The people of WA are asking for a 
dividend of a health system that can be relied on in a time of crisis. They are asking for a dividend of 
communities where they, their families and their property are safe; and they are asking, as a dividend, for an 
opportunity for young Western Australians to, at some stage, be able to once again afford to buy a home. The 
people of Western Australia, Treasurer, deserve a dividend and a plan for the future. The Treasurer and the 
Premier—the whole ministry—are failing to deliver on that. There is no dividend and no plan for the future.  

I do not want to spend too long outlining what a plan for the future should look like. The opposition will be 
doing that in due course as we move through this year. Three outcomes must be achieved from a policy 
perspective in developing that plan for the future. An economic framework must be put in place within which the 
twenty-first century Western Australian economy will grow. Secondly, the need for fundamental reform in the 
way governance is conducted in Western Australia must be embraced. There was a time, when I was growing up 
and I suspect Sir Charles Court was the Premier of Western Australia, when on the bottom of vehicle number 
plates it said “Welcome to Western Australia. The state of excitement”—or it may have just read, “WA. The 
state of excitement”. The problem that has happened in this state, especially under this government’s guidance, is 
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“The state of excitement” has dropped off the number plates, and it must be stuck back on. As part of that 
framework, the economic and social infrastructure building blocks that this state needs to move forward into the 
twenty-first century must be put in place.  

Very quickly, I will talk about the twenty-first century economic framework. I am talking about a taxation 
system that is competitive; I am talking about a labour market in which the skills are available for Western 
Australian business and the labour is available for Western Australian business. I am talking about meaningful 
public sector reform that focuses on efficiency over the numerical increases in full-time equivalents that the 
Treasurer has been so fond of supporting, because he has no idea about efficiency in public sector reform in this 
state.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you now support our procurement reforms, do you? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: Treasurer, I have always supported your procurement reforms. I have told the Treasurer that 
many times in this house. I do not support his failed Office of Shared Services reform. I do not support — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What is your plan there? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: My plan is to chuck it out, Treasurer! If the Treasurer were serious and he believed in the 
Office of Shared Services, he would bring that business case in here, which does not contain anything that is 
commercially in confidence — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: How do you know that?  

Mr T. BUSWELL: — he would put it on that table — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: How do you know that? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: It will not! It should not! It could not! It is an analysis of a project. It is a financial analysis 
of a project. I have never seen it! 
Mr E.S. Ripper: With important contracts connected to it.  

Mr T. BUSWELL: Whoopee do! The Treasurer’s ample political backside is connected to it, which the 
Treasurer is prepared to waste $450 million of taxpayer money to protect. It is only a children’s hospital, 
Treasurer. The choice is simple: a failed computer system that is shrouded in secrecy, controversy and failure or 
a children’s hospital? Which one would the Treasurer plump for? I do not know, but I have an idea! 
$450 million! A project that was supposed to cost $90 million and be finished in two years! It is now three years 
down the track and it has only blown out to $450 million. The government has done a great job! It does not have 
the courage to let the opposition, and anybody else, analyse the financial modelling that it has done to make the 
decision. I know exactly why that is; it is because if the opposition had a look at it, I think it would find the 
modelling flawed because, first, it is based on a flow of benefits that will never materialise —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Why do you say that? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: Because they have not so far and because every single person — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: They have not so far, but they will!  

Mr T. BUSWELL: — the opposition speaks to in the public sector says to it that it is a crock! That is what they 
say: it is an absolute load of bunkum! That is what they tell us — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you have not spoken to the Under Treasurer then? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: I have had a briefing from the Under Treasurer —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: He doesn’t tell you it’s flawed, does he? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: The Treasurer rang him and asked why I was there! Remember that? I saw one of the 
Treasurer’s minions in the lift, I did not even get through half the briefing and he was on the blower, “What’s he 
doing down there? What’s he doing down there? Oi, oi, oi!” That is what the Treasurer was doing, was he not, 
keeping an eye on things? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Not me! 

Mr T. BUSWELL: I have had a briefing from him, and I do not think the Treasurer has discounted the benefit 
flow. In fact, I know he has not, because I have asked him. It is outrageous! Secondly, he has not included all the 
costs. The Auditor General identified millions and millions of dollars of costs that were being borne in the 
agencies that the Treasurer would not have included. Thirdly, I would like to see the risk matrix that has been 
used to overlay the future benefit costs because I reckon the whole thing is a load of rubbish. The Treasurer 
asked me what I would do with the Office of Shared Services now; I would toss it out! 
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Mr E.S. Ripper: So you would be going contrary to the professional advice of the public service then?  

Mr T. BUSWELL: I want to see it! Bring it in!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You have seen it. The public service has recommended that it continue. Treasury has 
recommended that it continue. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: That is rubbish. The information the Treasurer provided was nothing short of a complete 
and absolute cover-up. This is a $450 million financial scandal that the Treasurer is prepared to pour more and 
more money into for only one reason: to cover his more than ample political backside. That is it, pure and 
simple. The Treasurer should not get me going about the Office of Shared Services, because I am interested in it. 
There are not many people in the house who are interested in it. 

Dr S.C. Thomas: I am. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: The shadow Treasurer is becoming inspired by it! The Treasurer must carry out public 
sector reform. 

The last thing I will talk about with regard to the policy framework that the government needs to embrace is a 
can-do approach to governance. There is too much red tape and regulation in this state. The government needs to 
reform the approvals processes in this state. It needs to understand that despite the massive amounts of private 
sector investment that has occurred in Western Australia in recent years, we must remain internationally 
competitive because private capital will find an easier home in which to do business if we make life too hard for 
it to deal with. The Treasurer should start with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the Minister for 
Energy, of Resources, and of Industry and Enterprise—the one who looks after parts of the Department of 
Industry and Resources; the one who has absolutely no idea; the sheet metal worker; the gas merchant; the one 
who paid for the west wing of the big new building down in the member for Cottesloe’s electorate. He has no 
appreciation of the value of that industry and the need to make sure we provide a competitive environment for 
international capital in order to attract the next wave of investment, which future generations of Western 
Australians will rely on. The Treasurer cannot sit there and bask in the glow of the wave of investment the state 
is currently attracting. He needs to make sure that the wave that should follow is on the horizon, heading our way 
and ready to break. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It is $164.7 billion, according to Access Economics. That is the way that Access sees it. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: How far is that through the approvals process? I will conclude now. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: “World class”, says Don Voelte with regard to Pluto; world class approvals. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The one project that is unaccountable in Western Australia is Pluto; there is no scrutiny by this 
Parliament. No wonder he thinks it’s world class. He saw you for a sucker and he took you for a ride. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So the Leader of the Opposition wants a faster approvals process and the former leader wants 
more red tape? 

Mr T. BUSWELL: The Treasurer has completely missed the point.  

We have in Western Australia a state economy that is enjoying an exceptional period of economic growth. To 
apply a historical perspective to the current situation, this is a state in which previous periods of exceptional 
economic growth have been accompanied by governments that had solid plans for the future, designed to lock in 
growth and prosperity. The examples of Sir John Forrest and Sir Charles Court loom large on the horizon. 
Unfortunately, that is clearly not the case in Western Australia today. Today we have a tired, haggard 
government with little enthusiasm or energy. We have a tired government with no plan for the future, and its 
failings will deny the people of Western Australia a dividend from this economic growth and an opportunity to 
participate in the once-in-a-generation prosperity Western Australia currently enjoys. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.13 pm]: I will dedicate my response 
to the Premier’s Statement to Aboriginal issues, particularly in the Kimberley and with particular regard to two 
reports that have recently been released. The first is the regular quarterly report to the Premier from Lieutenant 
General John Sanderson in his capacity as special adviser on Indigenous affairs, a report that the opposition has 
finally persuaded the government to table. The second is the more recently released report from State Coroner 
Mr Alastair Hope. This will be quite difficult to do because I have a large number of quotes from those two 
documents. I will try to paint a picture of the despair and hopelessness that is felt in Aboriginal communities, as 
outlined by both of these well-respected gentlemen. I will then put to the government a plan for the better future 
management of Aboriginal communities, particularly in the Kimberley region.  

I quote from a letter sent by Lieutenant General Sanderson to the Premier dated 19 June 2007 — 
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Attached is a ten page report on my activities and observations for the period from 1 March to 31 May 
2007. 

I quote from page 6 of that document — 

Even though it is widely acknowledged that the Government’s 2001 Statement of Commitment was a 
good expression of intent, the reality is that contemporary post ATSIC programs appear fractured, 
random and lacking in continuity, with intentions confused and transitory. High levels of turbulence in 
ministerial and executive appointments — 

Referring, of course, to the multiple Ministers for Indigenous Affairs that have appeared on the government 
side — 

have contributed to this perception. The growing complexity emerging from this confusion is captured 
in the following selection of facts: 

•  The number of sex offence charges heard by the District Court in Kununurra increased by 
nearly 300 percent in the past 12 months 

•  The Indigenous adult prison population in WA has increased to 42 percent of the total 

•  Indigenous juvenile detention population is 80 percent of WA total 

•  Juveniles in detention not convicted of an offence — approx 90 at any one time 

•  75 percent of adult Indigenous offenders in prison in June 2004 were repeat offenders 

•  In 2003, Indigenous people were eight times more likely to be victims of a violent offence 

•  The percentage of Aboriginal primary school students achieving national benchmarks in 
reading, writing and spelling up to Year 9 is approximately half that for non-Indigenous 
students. The numbers in higher education declined by nearly 30 percent between 2002 and 
2004 

•  Indigenous Home Ownership is approximately 19 percent compared to 74 percent for the 
general population 

•  43 percent of Indigenous people had a gross income of less that $200 per week. 

•  Indigenous suicide rates are approximately double those for non-Indigenous people. 

•  35 percent of Indigenous children were assessed as being of high or moderate risk of clinically 
significant emotional or behavioural difficulties 

•  Overcrowding in discrete WA Aboriginal communities (approx 17,000 persons) is nearly 40% 
with average population density ratios of between 8 and 50 persons per dwelling 

•  The life expectancy of Indigenous people is approximately 70 percent of that of non-
Indigenous people 

These sort of facts have widespread currency, but, what is little appreciated is that they reflect a 
deteriorating situation. 

This is the latest in a series of reports by the Premier’s special adviser on Indigenous affairs.  

There is a deteriorating situation in Aboriginal communities, and I think the deterioration is reflected in the 
report by the State Coroner, Alastair Hope, who investigated 22 Aboriginal deaths in the Fitzroy Crossing 
region. Sadly, all of the deceased registered extremely high alcohol levels. Only two, who drowned, did not have 
their alcohol levels tested. I will go through some of the points detailed by the coroner about the living standards 
in those remote Aboriginal communities. I quote from page 12 of the coroner’s report — 

The conditions in which many Aboriginal people live, particularly in remote communities, varies 
considerably, but many communities are almost engulfed in rubbish. Litter in these communities is 
everywhere. Empty beer cans, plastic bags and other rubbish is piled up or blows in the wind. 

Houses are small and dirty with little or no furniture and the kitchens often contain little or no food.  

People sleep on filthy foam mattresses on floors or outside on metal frames with sagging, filthy 
mattresses. Stray dogs who have attached themselves to the communities as well as dogs owned by 
residents scavenge amongst the rubbish, many of these are obviously diseased. 
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In the wet season temperatures are crushingly high; while the inquest sat at Fitzroy Crossing or visited 
the communities on every day the maximum temperature was in excess of 400C. 

In these communities there is nothing to do for most of the inhabitants for most of the time. 

Alcohol and drugs provide an escape. 

The report goes on to state at page 13 — 

There is little refinement about the drinking, it is usually of full strength beer or cask chardonnay. In 
some communities these drinks are mixed together (ie. beer and chardonnay in one container) and are 
consumed warm. 

. . .  

The plight of the little children is especially pathetic. Many have been born to alcoholic parents and 
have failed to thrive as a result of being undernourished. For many the future appears bleak. Unless 
some major changes occur most will fail to obtain a basic education. They live in an environment where 
they can expect to be the victims of violence and possibly also sexual abuse. 

It goes on to state — 

Housing is of a low standard and there is often gross overcrowding (there are sometimes over 20 
persons in a three bedroom house). 

Finally, it refers to education and states — 

Sadly the level of education attained by Aboriginal students in the Kimberley generally and the Fitzroy 
Valley in particular is pathetically low. 

How does that comment compare with the statement made today by the Minister for Education and Training 
about the high standards of education for Aboriginal students? I acknowledge and support his statement. 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No; debate on the Premier’s Statement does not normally attract interjections. The Minister 
for Education and Training gave credit to the workers in those communities. I support and acknowledge the hard 
work that they are doing, but the coroner has said that the level of education of Aboriginals in the Kimberley 
generally is pathetically low. It is clear from this information that the majority of Aboriginal children in the 
community do not attain a standard of education that will provide them with basic skills sufficient to obtain 
meaningful employment. 

What do we do about that? What steps do we need to take? What steps does the government need to take to try to 
address this extremely parlous state of affairs in Aboriginal communities? Do we need more reports? What else 
needs to be done? The coroner’s report also states — 

While the plight of Aboriginal people in Western Australia has been the subject of many . . . 
investigations and reports, the coronial perspective places a somewhat different emphasis on 
investigation to that of any prior investigations. It is also self-evident from the continuing appalling 
death rates of Aboriginal people in the Kimberley that the problems which are causing these deaths 
have not been adequately addressed in spite of these investigations and reports. 

The coroner’s report goes on to refer to funding for those Aboriginal communities. It states — 
It has been reported that the state is providing $1.2 billon each year for services and programs targeted 
to indigenous people in Western Australia and that the Commonwealth is providing additional funding 
. . .  

There can be no doubt that the system which has applied $1.2 billon or thereabouts each year for 
services and programs targeted to indigenous people in Western Australia and which has achieved the 
results in respect of living conditions described earlier in these reasons must be seriously flawed. 

It goes on to state — 

According to the Casey Report there are 22 government agencies under 16 Ministers who receive the 
$1.2 billion allocated annually in funding. 

. . . Lieutenant General John Sanderson, the Special Adviser on Indigenous Affairs, who stated in a 
brief forwarded to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs prior to a meeting held on 13 February 2007, that 
of the $1.2 billion, $450 million was spent on police, courts and corrective services and another 
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$350 million was spent on primary health care services. Most of the funding, therefore, was applied to 
“keeping the lid on social dysfunction”. 

In addition, $7.7 million was spent on cross government policy coordination, which in itself was non-
productive. 
. . . a relatively small fraction of the $1.2 billion was directed towards addressing the underlying 
problems responsible for high crime rates and poor health. 

That paints a very sad and sorry story about the funding that is trying to get through to Aboriginal communities. 
Whose role and responsibility is it to do something about this situation? The coroner’s report goes on to state — 

It was clear from the evidence at the inquest that the Department of Indigenous Affairs does not take a 
lead role in coordinating a response to issues faced by Aboriginal people. 

The report contains an exchange between the coroner and Mr Darren Corr from the Department of Indigenous 
Affairs. The coroner is reported to have said — 

I must say I’m still quite concerned about government response to these issues because your 
coordinating role seems to be wholly reactive or almost wholly reactive? 

The representative from the department conceded that that comment was right. The report also states — 

In the Premier’s speech to Parliament on 30 August 2007 he announced that a Cabinet Standing 
Committee on Indigenous Affairs would be established replacing the Cabinet Standing Committee on 
social policy. The Committee is to be chaired by the Minister for Indigenous Affairs . . .  

Six years after getting into office, the government was trying to organise a committee to take a coordinating role 
in Aboriginal issues and to coordinate government policy and the provision of services. However, on the next 
page the report states — 

At the time of Mr Corr giving evidence, on 13 November 2007, the Cabinet Standing Committee on 
Indigenous Affairs had met only once. 

That shows that the government has no idea what to do and no idea about how to do it. Something needs to 
change in this mix. I acknowledge that the government has acted with the best intentions in trying to improve 
conditions in Aboriginal communities, as did I and the Liberal government in our eight years in office. I have 
said in this house that I believe that I failed to improve the living standards in Aboriginal communities. That is 
not to say that I regard myself as a failure as minister. I worked hard and did the best I could, and I think we 
achieved a number of successes in Aboriginal communities. Certainly, when I go to Aboriginal communities, it 
appears that I am reasonably well regarded by most Aboriginal people I meet, yet I say that I failed because 
when I look back and ask myself whether conditions in Aboriginal communities were better at the end of our 
term of government compared with the conditions at the start of our term, I would have to say that they probably 
were not better. Sadly, the Premier chooses to attack me for making that statement. The reality is that the reports 
of Lieutenant General Sanderson and Alastair Hope indicate that things are going from bad to worse to worse. 
People are saying that things have never been worse in Aboriginal communities than they are at present. 
Something needs to change. This government needs to stop berating me for the job I did as minister, because, 
frankly, I think I did a damn sight better job as minister than the Premier did when he was minister. The first 
thing he did when he became Minister for Indigenous Affairs was close all the small Department of Indigenous 
Affairs offices in the communities, which I had given the task of advocating for Aboriginal people. That is 
exactly what is stated as a need in the Sanderson and Hope reports. 

I refer to an estimates hearing in May 2002 when we asked the Premier how many DIA offices had been closed. 
He said that it came under Mr Hayden Lowe, who was the chief executive officer, using the disability model. As 
we know, Mr Lowe came from the Disability Services Commission. It is true that the disability model was an 
internationally recognised system for assisting people who are disadvantaged to have a voice in their 
communities. However, he did not understand that. He listened to certain factional groups and he shut them 
down. We asked what offices were shut down and the chief executive at the time, Mr Curry, told us that the 
offices that had been closed were in Mandurah, Fremantle, Onslow, Roebourne, Mirrabooka, Fitzroy Crossing, 
Narrogin, Katanning and Carnarvon. The office of the south metropolitan south west region had also been 
closed. The total number of regions went from seven to six. He emasculated the Department of Indigenous 
Affairs, which left it in a position that has been criticised by the State Coroner as totally ineffective and not 
looking after the interests of Aboriginal people. Is this issue all about governments and what governments need 
to do? Obviously, it is not. It is also about what Aboriginal people need to do to help themselves get out of a 
terrible situation. I will refer to what the coroner said is required in the Aboriginal responsibility. The coroner’s 
report reads —  
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It is important that as effective changes to living conditions are made and government provides practical 
assistance to the Aboriginal people of the Kimberley, those people play a positive role and increasingly 
embrace and support the changes so that they can be successful.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The report continues — 

For significant improvements to be achieved Aboriginal people will have to assume greater 
responsibility for their own welfare over time, particularly in areas such as —  

adequately maintaining public housing provided;  

encouraging children to go to school;  

taking advantage of training and employment opportunities; and 

improving hygiene in their own communities.  

It is great that the coroner has recognised the very important need of the mutual cooperation and contribution by 
Aboriginal people in their own communities.  

Having painted a bleak picture of dire straits in Western Australian Aboriginal communities—they have never 
been in a worse condition—and after going through the reports of both Lieutenant General Sanderson and the 
coroner, Alastair Hope, I turn to recommendation 1 of Alastair Hope’s report. In detailing recommendation 1, I 
will outline the opposition’s plan. We believe it is a positive contribution to assist the government in what we 
think needs to be done to address the issues raised in the Sanderson report and in the coroner’s report. 
Recommendation 1 reads — 

I recommend that the State and Commonwealth governments identify an individual or 
organisation to lead the efforts to close the gap between the well-being of indigenous and non-
indigenous people. That individual or organisation should be given the power and resources to 
make decisions, region by region, throughout the Kimberley and to coordinate the response to the 
disaster of aboriginal health, suicide rates and living conditions.  

I will suggest to the house the person whom I believe has the intelligence, integrity, background and respect of 
the commonwealth and state governments to be that individual; namely, Lieutenant General John Sanderson. 
The government should appoint him as chairman of an implementation committee. That implementation 
committee should be given the task of coordinating a response to the Hope report and, indeed, coordinating a 
response to Lieutenant General John Sanderson’s recommendation for a regional Aboriginal body in the 
Kimberley, a proposal that was rejected by the Premier. The Premier should change his mind and embrace that 
recommendation and appoint Lieutenant General John Sanderson to implement these recommendations and his 
own for a regional body. If a committee is formed, it should be headed by Lieutenant General Sanderson and it 
should comprise eminent people. I refer to people such as Fiona Stanley, a person who not only has the interest 
and the understanding, but also the compassion and knowledge of Aboriginal communities to be a great 
assistance and support for Aboriginal people in the Kimberley region. The committee should also contain an 
experienced Aboriginal elder. I put forward the name Ernie Bridge, because he has the respect of both sides of 
Parliament. As a former minister in a Labor government and a formidable representative of the Kimberley, his 
appointment to the committee would be ideal. Obviously, the committee should comprise other people, but the 
three names I have mentioned would be the core championing and managing the cause of Aboriginal people. The 
committee should be above the Department of Indigenous Affairs. A recommendation was made in the Casey 
report to split DIA into two components. One component would deal with matters of heritage and culture and the 
other would serve as a coordinating body for Aboriginal communities. The second component should be the 
secretariat for the committee that I have recommended. It would provide the background, support, information 
and regional offices that feed information. I think the committee should be given the responsibility for 
channelling both state and federal funding into the remote communities to address all the issues that need to be 
addressed. One of the key things that needs to be done when implementing these recommendations is to not do it 
over the top of Aboriginal people; rather, it should be done with the 100 per cent support and involvement of 
Aboriginal people. Over and over again it has been demonstrated that governments cannot impose their will on 
Aboriginal people. That just does not work. Aboriginal people have their own desire to proceed. They have 
indicated very clearly to Lieutenant General Sanderson their desire to improve their living conditions and the 
standards of their communities. I believe that Lieutenant General Sanderson and a committee that comprises 
people such as Fiona Stanley and Ernie Bridge will have the respect, capacity and understanding to take 
Aboriginal people on the path on which we all want to travel. 
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Another issue is government departments and the money that they spend on Aboriginal communities. As 
Mr Hope and Lieutenant General Sanderson both pointed out, that money is spent in a totally uncoordinated 
way. I believe that there should be a requirement on all government departments providing services to 
Aboriginal people, particularly in remote communities and especially in the Kimberley, to feed all of their 
funding programs—at least the knowledge and detail of all their funding programs—through the committee. 
That will enable it to have feedback and strong input about what programs need to be put in place to better 
coordinate government services and actions.  

I have put forward a draft policy for Indigenous people in Western Australia. I have been working on that with 
people in Aboriginal communities. I am pleased to say that it has received strong support. I intend to put forward 
a package that contains many of the initiatives that we have talked about in our policy document, which in many 
ways goes towards addressing a large number of the severe concerns expressed by Mr Hope in his document. In 
his recent response to the problems in Aboriginal communities, Kevin Rudd established a bipartisan committee, 
which is co-chaired by Mr Rudd and the Leader of the Opposition, to work together to try to address problems in 
Indigenous communities. It is time that our Premier stopped reacting so badly to the opposition’s criticism of his 
role when he was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs. Rather, he should embrace the fact that the opposition is 
more than willing to work with the government to address the problems in Indigenous communities. He should 
not regard my suggestion as an opposition suggestion. Rather, he should regard it as a suggestion from those 
who have had experience in this area and who have an idea that I believe will work. I believe many Aboriginal 
people believe that it will work. I feel very strongly that, if the Premier were to offer Lieutenant General 
Sanderson the role of running that implementation task force, he would welcome the opportunity. People like 
Fiona Stanley and Ernie Bridge would likewise welcome the great responsibility of implementing the 
recommendations of those reports. 

Members on both sides of this house have worked for many years thinking that they are doing the right thing, but 
without a great deal of success. Many say that we must recognise the problems of the past before we can proceed 
in Indigenous affairs. Others say we should forget about the past; we must be thinking about the future. They do 
not recognise the severe harm that was done to Aboriginal people in the past. We must accept that the conditions 
of today have been shaped by the problems of the past, and we must recognise them and then move forward—
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people—if we are to have any hope of shaping a better future for Aboriginal 
people in Western Australia. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin — Leader of the National Party) [3.42 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to 
represent my electorate in reply to the Premier’s Statement. I will begin with a quote, and I invite members 
present to think about who said it — 

. . . a large part of this continent is increasingly neglected and, for a significant number of our rural 
people, governance is weak and intangible . . . Even the major regional centres of the mineral boom are 
becoming dysfunctional as a result of the economic distortion brought about by too few resources being 
invested in social infrastructure. 

These are not the comments of a politician lambasting the other side of Parliament. These are the comments of 
Lieutenant General John Sanderson, who is regarded as a pre-eminent Western Australian for his role as 
Governor, his previous role in the military, and his present role in looking at Indigenous issues right across 
Western Australia. He is an eminent Western Australian, starting to look at what is happening in regional 
Western Australia and saying that the alarm bells are starting to ring. Lieutenant General Sanderson goes on to 
describe the alienation being felt in inland centres, with a population — 

. . . huddled around the estuarine regions of . . . the South West like aliens ready to jump off to some 
faraway planet when the land turns against us. 

When Lieutenant General Sanderson’s comments are placed against those of the Premier in his address to the 
opening of Parliament yesterday, it does not seem that many of the people to whom Lieutenant General 
Sanderson is speaking in regional Western Australia are embracing the Premier’s $25 billion capital works 
program as having a whole heap of influence on their lives in the form of social and hard infrastructure in their 
communities. I will continue with another quote, this time not from Lieutenant General Sanderson — 

It’s impossible to spend time in any of the remote towns without realising that the people have a sense 
of estrangement, abandonment and a feeling that they’re regarded as irrelevant or worthless over 
metropolitan economies . . . We govern metropolitan Australia really well. For most metropolitan 
Australians, things work; for most rural remote people, things don’t. 

Is that another quote by a politician, trying to get one up on members opposite? No, that quote is from Fred 
Chaney, addressing the Chamber of Minerals and Energy last year. “Estrangement, abandonment and a feeling 
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that they are regarded as irrelevant or worthless over metropolitan communities” seems to contrast very 
distinctly with the comments made by the Premier yesterday that Western Australians have never had it so 
good—a $25 billion capital infrastructure program rolling out across the state, for the benefit of all. 
Unfortunately, not all rural and remote Western Australians think like that. Most rural and remote Western 
Australians will not get too many opportunities to travel on the new train to Mandurah. They will not get too 
many opportunities to visit the proposed new museum the Premier has talked about. Most rural and remote 
Western Australians will not get too many opportunities to visit the proposed new precinct on the foreshore. The 
closest most rural and remote Western Australians will get to the proposed new sports stadium will be watching 
it on GWN television. 

That is the feeling of rural and remote Western Australians as we watch the government roll out its plan to 
rebuild Perth, and the south west coastal strip to which the population of Western Australia clings, as Lieutenant 
General John Sanderson says, “like aliens ready to jump off to some faraway planet when the land turns against 
us.” The land is starting to turn against the government. It is starting to say that it put the Labor Party into 
government with a vision for not only Perth and the coastal strip to Mandurah, Bunbury, Busselton and Margaret 
River, but for all Western Australians. When Geoff Gallop won the election in 2001, he could never have 
predicted the economic prosperity that would dawn on Western Australia as result of the boom in iron ore, 
natural gas and the other minerals that are so plentiful in Western Australia. It is a good time to be in 
government. The finances of the state and the budget surplus are strong. It is a unique opportunity for all 
Western Australians to benefit from these unprecedented economic times. 

I draw the attention of members to Kalgoorlie, Western Australia’s greatest inland town. Kalgoorlie clearly 
shows the benefit of the gold rush. The infrastructure, the architecture, the cultural features and the feeling of 
ownership by the people of Kalgoorlie is strong and is based on what their town is. It is a great testament to the 
mining boom at the turn of the twentieth century, when gold brought so many people to Western Australia. What 
is the legacy of the present boom? Do we see the architecture or the cultural features of Kalgoorlie in Karratha, 
the hub of the current boom? Do we see these things in Port Hedland, Tom Price or Newman? These towns are 
at the epicentre of the economic boom, not only for Western Australia but for the whole of Australia. Do we see, 
in those towns, any benefit from this economic boom? Do we see any benefit for those towns from the 
$25 billion capital infrastructure projects spoken about by the Premier? Do we see those towns being turned 
around in that vast program? We do not, and no-one would argue with that. The members for Central Kimberley-
Pilbara and North West Coastal—the two local members for that region—have argued that a few roads have 
gone in and the hospitals have been upgraded now and then, but what about the legacy? Roads, hospitals, schools 
and sewerage systems are all things that everyone takes for granted. Everyone in Western Australia should be 
able to take those things for granted. We are talking about those extra things that make a town a destination, that 
make a town a place in which people want to live, and where university graduates can carry out their nursing or 
medical training. That happens in Kalgoorlie, where there is a fantastic medical program running. All the rural 
doctors love their time there. It has to do with more than just that basic infrastructure. 

That is the challenge for this government in this day and age—how to make sure that this economic boom does 
not concentrate only on the Perth-Mandurah-Bunbury strip. We do not deny that the plans to rebuild Perth and 
that coastal strip are great projects. They cannot be argued with. We ask: Should those projects take place to the 
detriment to every other region across Western Australia; how come we do not have a plan to grow the 
Kimberley, the Pilbara, the Gascoyne, the Kalgoorlie goldfields region, or the wheatbelt, where I am a member; 
and where is the plan for those areas to show a real benefit from the economic boom time we are going through 
now, so that maybe in 100 years’ time, people will talk about the gold rush at the turn of the twentieth century 
and the iron ore and gas rush at the turn of this century? Maybe we need to wait a hundred more years for that 
next outcome. That is really disappointing for me as a member of Parliament representing regional Western 
Australia and as someone who takes a keen interest in seeing it grow, because I do not see that plan at all.  

In questions without notice today the member for Kimberley posed a question to the Treasurer about the 
Nationals’ royalties for regions plan. It is a plan that the National Party has put forward in which one in four of 
the royalty dollars that are flowing into consolidated revenue coffers would be quarantined for regional 
infrastructure projects. That would amount to 25 per cent share of the royalties, which correctly put to the 
Treasurer today, would amount to a sum of between $600 million and $700 million a year. I suggest that with the 
new negotiations for the iron ore price, in the out years those royalty flows will be even larger.  

The member for Kimberley and Treasurer ridiculed the plan as somehow reducing expenditure in regional 
Western Australia. The only reason that they ridiculed the plan is that it is not their plan. Their plan is to 
continue to patch up the infrastructure by building a new hospital here and there. We welcome the new hospitals 
in Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek and across the region, but it is not about giving a lasting legacy to those 
communities. It is about constructing a new building where an old building was located. Regional Western 
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Australia needs more than that if it is to prosper and attract people from the coastal strip to grow the economy in 
the regions and to provide more opportunities to allow people to raise their families and retire in a regional town.  

It is a travesty for WA that people retire to coastal areas between Perth and Busselton. That should not be 
occurring. People should be retiring to Broome, Karratha and even Halls Creek—perish the thought that people 
would want to retire to Halls Creek. However, it is a very important town in regional WA and it, like other 
towns, deserves service delivery as well as infrastructure delivery to make it a place where people want to live, 
educate their children, access medical treatment, retire and book their plot in the local cemetery. Unfortunately, 
across WA we do not have that plan. Karrakatta Cemetery will have to be tiered to fit everyone in. That is not 
good for regional Western Australia.  

The Nationals’ plan to quarantine 25 per cent of the royalties is a funding plan that is over and above existing 
expenditure. This government already has in its budget funding for projects that run over four or five years. The 
Nationals’ fund is quarantined over and above that. What the member for Kimberley was chortling about was 
actually arguing against the allocation of an additional $600 million to $700 million a year into a fund for 
regional infrastructure. The member for Kimberley is currently not in this house, but she is arguing against a 
fund for important regional infrastructure that will have in it an additional $600 million or $700 million a year. It 
is not just about rebuilding a hospital or a road or putting new gutters on a school. It is about arts, culture and 
sport—all the things that make up our social fabric. Regional Western Australia is missing out on those things. 
They are the things that, at a time of unprecedented economic growth, should be funded. They are not being 
funded and the member for Kimberley is arguing against a proposal to provide that funding. It does not make 
any sense to me. My view of the world as the member for Merredin is not too different from the view of the 
world of the member for Kimberley, other Labor members and Liberal members. We are country MPs, and we 
are passionate about our areas and we want to see them grow. We want the basic infrastructure in place and we 
want our communities to grow in population and economic activity. We want employment opportunities for 
people in our electorates. All this would improve the wellbeing of people in our communities.  

Why is the member for Kimberley arguing against my plan to quarantine the royalties? I can understand why a 
metropolitan member of Parliament would argue against that. If $600 million or $700 million were taken out of 
the system each year and quarantined for regional projects, it might take a little longer to get the foreshore 
development done, we may not be able to pay cash for the proposed Fiona Stanley Hospital, we may not be able 
to pay cash for the proposed sports stadium, and it may take a few extra years to build the proposed museum 
precinct.  

I am the member for Merredin, a representative of regional Western Australia, and I want the people whom I 
represent to have access to those facilities and services. It is not something they should visit every couple of 
years when they come to Perth. That is not good enough. We do not need a system in which country people have 
to come to Perth if they want an education, to visit a doctor, to see a cultural attraction or to attend a special 
event. Western Australia is a unique situation.  

If we look to Queensland, in which decentralisation has occurred, we see that there are major towns with a 
population of 100 000 dotted throughout both inland and coastal areas, and it is a completely different scenario 
from what is the case in this state. Towns in Queensland have hospitals that can carry out operations and 
universities. Children are able to attend primary school, high school and university in their own town. It happens 
in Queensland because the much-maligned government of Joh Bjelke-Petersen drove decentralisation and made 
sure that it happened. It provided the funding for decentralisation and now Queensland has an even spread of 
population along the coast and inland that provides a functional regional economy.  

Western Australia is developing a fly in, fly out regional economy. People fly in, fly out to work, fly in, fly out 
to access medical treatment, fly in, fly out to be educated and fly in, fly out to retire. That should be completely 
unacceptable to every regional member of this Parliament.  

The reason I have referred to quarantining 25 per cent of the royalties is that I do not expect metropolitan 
members of Parliament to prioritise country projects above their own. They were elected to this Parliament to 
represent their region, and I expect them to do that.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: How many regional members live in the country?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: What does that mean? 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Would you go back and live in the country if we allocated that money to the regions and 
improved living conditions? Would country members live in their electorates if the government made it 
worthwhile and built up those communities? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Is the member for South Perth’s criticism that some country members of Parliament also 
keep a house in the metropolitan area?  

Mr J.E. McGrath: No. Some of those members live in the metropolitan area and not in their electorates.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Maybe if the member were a country member of Parliament, he would understand the 
challenges of being one and getting to and from the city. I would much rather live in South Perth and drive to 
Parliament and deal with the issues that I need to attend to. I am pretty lucky. I live in the wheatbelt half the time 
and the metropolitan area half the time. I am sure members of Parliament who have airline transport to their 
electorates manage to do it better. If the member’s criticism is directed at me for having a property in Perth, I 
accept it, and I am sure he will raise the issue again. Being a country member of Parliament is different from 
being a metropolitan member of Parliament.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is one of the great myths of this Parliament. Frankly, country members could do a lot more 
for their electorates.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I well and truly agree with the member for Cottesloe.  

I come back to what I was saying: we need to quarantine royalties. That will provide the opportunity for 
metropolitan members of Parliament to look at major regional projects and prioritise them and see them come to 
fruition. The reason I raise that is Ord stage 2. Last year it was a program of national significance. The drought 
affecting the Murray-Darling basin caused all Australia to talk about it. Australians were asking whether we 
should look to the north west of Western Australia to expand the food bowl.  

The Labor Party is in government. The Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley has put many submissions to the 
government.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Those submissions asked the government to look at the hard infrastructure for the expansion 
of Ord stage 2 and the extension of the main channel that carries the water and the road and power infrastructure. 
At a cost of $100 million, that infrastructure could be put in place and the 15 000-hectare expansion of the Ord 
could take place. I am not sure how the member for Kimberley feels about that. I assume that all members are 
aware of it. However, there has been no lobbying for this proposal by members in this place. I put it to 
government members that because the expansion of Ord stage 2 has no immediate benefit to their electorate, it 
does not get past first base. Did the member for Kingsley raise it?  

Mrs J. Hughes: Perhaps not in the house but I am sure it has been well and truly discussed. I am sure it is on the 
agenda.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am sure it has been discussed. I have no problem with it being discussed. I am just trying 
to come up with a way, without it being discussed, for it to happen. As I said, there is the $1.6 billion railway to 
Mandurah, the proposed $1.8 billion Fiona Stanley Hospital in the southern suburbs and a proposed new 
$1 billion-plus stadium proposed for Subiaco. An amount of $100 million would get Ord stage 2 going. I have 
just listed about $4 billion-worth of projects. Ord stage 2 would be up and running for $100 million, which 
would provide economic development for the Kimberley region, job opportunities that would flow from that, and 
an economic expansion of the region; yet we are still talking about it. If we do not get it right, we will still be 
talking about it for many years to come. The Nationals’ royalties for regions fund, as I see it, would give city 
members of Parliament an opportunity to come together to consider the major regional projects that need 
funding, knowing that a barrel of money in the silo needs to be allocated, which would give a clear direction on 
making it happen. The fund might not be for Ord stage 2; it might be for continuing the undergrounding power 
project in the Pilbara; it might be for infrastructure for Oakajee; it might be for an extension of the Dampier to 
Bunbury gas pipeline to Albany; or it might be a desalination plant to provide the Esperance and goldfields 
communities with a reliable source of water and to take pressure off the Mundaring system.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Just thinking about that, if you are talking about Ord stage 2, wouldn’t it be more sensible to 
look at the Kimberley more broadly? We could try to combine Broome and Ord in the east Kimberley in terms 
of the industrial area, as no doubt we will have to inevitably so that we can get a more regional Kimberley plan? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I think that work has been done. I am saying that at some stage someone will have to come 
up with a way of getting that through the caucus room that the member for Victoria Park sits in so that we can 
get the investment of $100 million from government. The expansion of the Kimberley would cost much more 
than the $100 million for Ord stage 2, which would entail the use of another 15 000 hectares, a bit of channelling 
and a bit of road and power infrastructure. It is minor in the scheme of things. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: At the end of it all, that will be spent change; that is all.  
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I would like a process that allowed that to happen. However, all I see is dribs and drabs of 
more reports and consultants that look at Ord stage 2, at undergrounding the power and at a desalination plant in 
Esperance; yet none of those projects gets off the ground while it appears to be very simple to announce a 
$1 billion project for metropolitan Perth. That is the sort of thing that alienates country people. That is the reason 
Lieutenant General John Sanderson and Fred Chaney make the comments they make about what they hear and 
feel from people in the regions when they travel there. There just does not appear to be a plan to allow regional 
Western Australia to share in the current economic strong times. 
I move now in the few minutes I have left, because it is appropriate, to talk about the biofuel industry and the use 
of grain produced by farmers in Western Australia for the biofuel industry. I have been increasingly concerned in 
the past six to nine months that antibiofuel lobby groups have become stronger and stronger. They continue to 
make the point that the biofuel industry will destroy the world’s food market. The front page of today’s The West 
Australian refers to the United Nations, World Vision Australia chief Tim Costello and others making the same 
point. I have to say that regional Western Australian farmers who are focused on cereal growing are facing a 
unique time. At last the prices of grain have reached a level that gives some sustainability to their programs and 
provides them with the ability to reinvest in their businesses and futures. The wheat price rising to about $400 a 
tonne proves several factors. Increasing demand from China, India and other markets, increasing demand from 
the biofuel industry and a couple of bad seasons across the world’s grain-growing areas have led to a dramatic 
escalation in the price of grain. An increase in the price of grain is a very important thing to anyone who comes 
from a region where the economy is based on the grain industry. I find it quite challenging that academics and 
lobby groups are now asking farmers not to sell their grain to the biofuel industry and to quarantine their grain 
for sale to the food market so that the price can return to about $200 a tonne to make it more affordable for 
people to buy bread, Weeties and other products on the supermarket shelves. Unfortunately, though, $200 a 
tonne does not provide farm businesses growing wheat with long-term sustainability. It is interesting to note the 
notion that an increase in wheat price will create a food shortage and will cause food prices to rise, which is 
unacceptable to the economy. However, what about rises in the price of iron ore and natural gas? What have they 
done? They have increased the cost of construction and increased the costs to industry, but no-one is saying that 
we should stop that artificially. Negative gearing on investment properties and the tax status of the family home 
have driven up property prices, as the Leader of the Opposition said, to unaffordable prices for many Western 
Australians. No-one is arguing for those measures to be taken away because of the damage it is doing to the 
housing industry. I therefore find it hard to understand that eminent people in the community are now arguing 
that farmers alone, the producers of crops, should bear the burden of providing cheap food for the world. I would 
have thought that that was a job for government. If governments want cheap food for the world, they should be 
buying the wheat at the prevailing price, subsidising it and selling it at a cheaper price to food producers. That 
will not happen; it is not even on the government’s radar. The lobby groups are saying that the solution is to 
prevent farmers from concentrating on biofuels. Farmers are not concentrating on biofuels; farmers are 
concentrating on selling their grains for the best possible price that they can get, and I support them 100 per cent. 
If a biofuel manufacturer is offering a higher price than a flour mill, the farmers should be selling to the biofuel 
manufacturer. Biofuel is about much more than just greenhouse gas emissions. Biofuel is about energy security 
and about making sure that we are not dependent on the Middle East for our energy requirements. It is about 
making sure that if peak oil is to become a reality, the economy, which is heavily dependent on energy, will not 
be affected negatively. That is what the biofuel industry is about. That is why George W. Bush in his State of the 
Union address has driven the American economy to embrace biofuels at a higher level. That is why the European 
Union has driven biofuels to a much greater percentage of its fuel. Compared with Europe and America, biofuels 
have not yet taken off in Australia or Western Australia. About 20 service stations in Western Australia sell 
biofuel. It is available at Gull stations, is called biodiesel and comes from a green bowser. I advertise it on my 
parliamentary vehicle, as it runs on biodiesel. However, biofuel is certainly not a mainstream fuel in Western 
Australia yet. I assure members that I ran my Toyota Prado on biodiesel from the day I got it. It has had biodiesel 
in nine out of 10 fill-ups. Sometimes when I am in the country I cannot get biodiesel, but I am happy to say that 
Corrigin, my home town, has biodiesel on pump. All Western Australians should be embracing biofuel and 
looking at its role in the future, not only for reducing greenhouse gas emissions but also for energy security. We 
certainly should be rejecting the notion that biofuels are a bad thing.  
One reason that biofuels are often attacked is because of the amount of clearing of rainforests in Indonesia and 
Malaysia, the major biofuel nations that grow palm oil for biofuel production. I agree that is a real problem. If 
we start clearing rainforests to grow palm oil, we will be on the wrong end of the community debate and that will 
be very hard to sustain. That is why the Nationals are calling on the Western Australian Department of 
Agriculture and Food, through the Frank Wise Institute of Tropical Agricultural Research in Kununurra, to put in 
place a trial of palm oil species in the north. The Nationals have spoken to the department recently about a trial 
in the climate zones near Kalumburu and Kununurra and further south around Halls Creek. We also suggested to 
the Frank Wise Institute that it should examine areas of the Kimberley that may be suitable for planting palm oil 
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groves, which would allow Western Australia to move towards a level of self-sufficiency in its fuel mix and 
would allow every bowser with diesel on tap to contain a blend of biofuel. It would be a great step forward for 
biodiesel production if WA had its own palm oil industry. I also look forward to the time that a new ethanol 
plant is built in Kwinana and is supplying unleaded petrol with a 10 per cent blend of ethanol, which many 
people use and which will directly benefit my electorate of Merredin and all cereal-growing areas of Western 
Australia.  

Please do not let us get to the stage at which we decide that we will regulate food prices by stopping biofuel 
production in Western Australia and in Australia through government policy. I say that because I am very sure 
from the research I have done that the Americans and the Europeans will not be moving away from their biofuel 
production. That will continue to drive the price of the grains that are used in that production. As I said, if we 
want land care to take place in the regions, and if we want regional development to take place, we will need 
strong farms and strong farmers. The new price of cereals is certainly making that possible. We are looking at a 
rebirth and a regrowth of those regional communities that are dependent upon grain growing. Please do not let us 
see front page articles and editorials in The West Australian that are trying to take that away from Western 
Australian grain farmers, at a time when they are looking to share in one of the great economic renaissances of 
their industry. We know the great value of the mining sector to Western Australia. We talk in this place about the 
boom that has been attached to the increasing price of iron ore and natural gas and our other minerals. Please do 
not take away the boom that is being experienced by cereal growers in Western Australia, when we can get it to 
rain, by trying to take away the option of selling cereals to the biofuel industry.  

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [4.01 pm]: I wish to make a contribution to the Premier’s Statement. 
Given my recent announcement that I will not be contesting the next state election, this will be my last 
opportunity to make a contribution to the Premier’s Statement during the remainder of my time in this place. Not 
contesting the next state election for and on behalf of the Liberal Party was a very tough decision. It was difficult 
in so many ways. It was certainly not made lightly. It has been an absolute privilege to serve and represent the 
electorate of Carine—a jewel in the northern suburbs. I know that in some ways this might sound a bit like a 
valedictory speech, but I wish to place some things on record today.  

What has driven me during those 11 years is my passion for people, my love of this state, and my desire to make 
things better for people. I absolutely deplore injustice, not to mention bigotry. I find no greater reward than 
advocating for my constituents and my electorate, and albeit some people might think those issues are small, the 
bureaucracy is a difficult beast for many to deal with, so my position affords me the opportunity to put issues 
before the Premier and his ministers in order to get a better deal for my constituents. I will continue to advocate 
for and on behalf of my electorate in this the final year of our four-year electoral cycle. Yes, I will still be writing 
to ministers those many letters that I am famous for. I have not finished with ministers yet!  

I also take this opportunity to place on record my deep gratitude to the many people who have contacted me 
since my announcement, and who have thanked me for my service-I am still here, though—and my dedication 
during the 11 years I have served in this place, and for my advocacy on their behalf. I have always loved people, 
and I think I still do love people. Serving people has been a good fit for me. I have always felt a calling for the 
job. Those who know me well know that I am a warm and compassionate human being.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear, hear!  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Absolutely! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: I remember telling staff and the former Leader of the Opposition that the left do 
not have a mortgage on a social conscience. I believe I have a strong commitment to social justice, fairness and 
equity for all people. However, that is also underpinned by my deep commitment and conviction to the Liberal 
Party—the party that endorsed me almost 12 years ago for the seat of Carine—and its values and principles. A 
first it certainly was. I was the first female to be pre-selected for a safe Liberal state seat, so I do thank those 
preselectors who saw fit to afford me the opportunity to pursue my passion for politics and the Liberal Party. I 
was a shy, self-effacing, quietly spoken, ordinary woman, but incredibly determined, the daughter of a Greek 
peasant woman who had migrated to Australia in search of a better way of life, and who taught me to walk with 
humility, never forget our humble beginnings and give my absolute best to the service of others, because there is 
no greater reward than serving people.  
Today I make this speech more particularly for my parents and my two adult sons, for it is those four people who 
understood what drove me and understood the sacrifices that we all made for me to pursue those goals. I thank 
my parents for parenting my children in my absence, and my sons, because they know what they have missed out 
on so that I could pursue public service. They will never get those years back. However, needless to say they 
have, in all these years, been my greatest supporters. They know that I have dedicated the past two decades of 
my life to the Liberal Party, in both the lay party and the parliamentary party. 
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One of the most inspirational speeches that I have ever read is Robert Menzies’ speech “The Forgotten People”. 
In that speech, Menzies spoke about the people in between—the forgotten people. He talked about the socially 
disadvantaged and acknowledged that in a compassionate and just society, those people should be assisted and 
supported. He talked also about the wealthy, who were well able to care for themselves. He talked about the 
forgotten people, those in-between citizens, with passion and conviction. He spoke about creating an 
environment in which people could prosper regardless of their gender and in which they could realise their full 
potential so that the cream could rise in all of us. That speech remains an inspiration to me to this day.  

I believe I have always been a loyal servant of the Liberal Party. I have always been loyal to my leaders, who 
afforded me the opportunity to grow my knowledge in the different portfolios that I have held during our past 
seven years in opposition—transport, road safety, environment, small business and tourism. I am absolutely 
passionate about tourism. I thank the member for Cottesloe, the member for Kalgoorlie and the member for 
Warren-Blackwood for giving me those opportunities. I gave them my 100 per cent commitment and loyalty. I 
was steadfast in my allegiance to them.  

I make this speech today also for the many citizens who have made contact with me during my latest media 
headlines. I was, as they said, the woman who dared to speak out and defend women in the workplace. However, 
this is not just about women in the workplace. It is about all people in the workplace, regardless of their gender, 
because all people in the workplace should be free of any kind of discrimination or harassment. My comments 
today are not made lightly. In fact, I make them with a heavy heart. Character assassination has never been my 
motivation. We all earn our place here. I respect the right of people to speak freely, openly and forthrightly about 
their aspirations and beliefs. We are afforded a privilege that should never be abused. We should encourage an 
environment in this workplace that is free of intimidation, free of bullying and free of sexual discrimination or 
harassment. I am not speaking about this robust chamber. I am speaking about our workplace, because in our 
workplace, staff should feel respected and be treated in that way. The Premier made some very salient comments 
in the opening address of the Premier’s Statement yesterday. He said — 

Parliament should be a place in which not only are laws made, but examples are set for the rest of the 
community. 

He went on to say — 

We should seek to lead the nation in respecting the dignity and the rights of every citizen — of all 
women. Here, in the Parliament, we should lead the nation. This Parliament should not be cast as a boys 
club, where the behaviour of sexist yobbos is not just tolerated but rewarded. It is completely and 
utterly unacceptable. 

I agree with his sentiments but I also add this: I did not call this place a boys club. They are the comments of 
other members. What I talked about were standards and propriety. Yes, I agree that on this side of the chamber 
we are pretty blokeish. I had often thought about wearing a tie on occasions!  

I wish to place on the record today a number of facts. They have already been aired in the media. Yes, the Leader 
of the Opposition made inappropriate remarks to me. Yes, he apologised. Yes, I raised the matter of sexist and 
inappropriate remarks in my party room, not specific to him, and I told the party room that should it happen to 
me again, I would pursue the matter further. I was not being precious; I was just protecting my right as an 
individual to be respected and treated so. When I made my comments to the media about inappropriate remarks, 
I spoke about workplace behaviour, about standards and about propriety. I knew it would come at a very high 
price to me personally. It is not the first time I have learnt this lesson: standing up for principle is a very lonely 
place. It does not surprise me that women fear the recriminations that follow when they dare to speak up. That a 
staff member should be on stress leave as a consequence of this matter and feel unable to return to the workplace 
saddens me even more. What also struck me at that time was a perception that somehow I had brought this upon 
myself. That is truly a sad indictment on society. I thought we had travelled so much further than that in this 
modern era. That we are happy to reward bad behaviour, to dismiss it and accept it as the norm, to my mind is 
not acceptable. We should never lower the bar; we should in fact be raising it. We legislate to free people from 
discrimination and persecution, yet it seems for some it is okay to muddy our own backyard.  

What I did find absolutely abhorrent during that whole saga, although I got support from many people, was that 
an unnamed colleague questioned my personal integrity. I am still gobsmacked by that unnamed attack on me. 
Watching my sons read the front page of The West Australian and read their mother described as some kind of 
liar was an absolute all time low for me. Because they are the ones who know the sacrifices that have gone into 
my investing 20 years of my life to the Liberal Party, they both told me, “Mum, you deserve better than this. Get 
out and do something that really rewards you for the kind of person that you are.” When the new factional 
heavies turn on us for telling the truth, we have to question whether we want to remain in an environment where 
we stand to be condemned for doing just that—speaking the truth. To a female colleague from the other place, 
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who implied that it was a storm in a teacup and that there were more important issues to speak out about relating 
to women and what they face on a daily basis, I say yes, there are many, but what about our workplace and what 
about harassment in the workplace. When some of the lay party told me that I should look in my own backyard 
when it came to standards and reminded me about my fall from grace and my parliamentary vehicle being 
impounded under the anti-hoon legislation, the facts were true, but I did not hide away; I dealt with it; I took 
ownership of it as soon as it became known to me. My son paid a very high price, and a very public price, for 
that mistake, and he is still my son. I would like to make an appeal to some of my colleagues—but definitely not 
all of them. There are very many good men on this side, but for those who want to continue to campaign and 
undermine good people, they might well find eventually there is no-one left to undermine. 

The remainder of my time I would like to dedicate to my electorate, that beautiful jewel in the northern suburbs. 
In the first instance, I would like to express my enormous respect and regard for the good men and women who 
work for the fire and rescue services, the Department of Environment and Conservation and the local 
government authority. Prior to Christmas, Carine open space was dealt a terrible blow. Somebody lit a bushfire 
right in the heart of the open space. It is a beautiful open space with lots of wildlife. Those good men and women 
who served my community ensured the safety and wellbeing of Carine. I speak for and on behalf of my 
electorate when I say that we are very grateful that we have people who are so prepared to put their lives at risk 
to protect and look after our community. I spent Christmas Day with close friends opposite Carine open space. I 
had lunch with my boys and my close friends. There they were: the men and women of the fire and rescue 
services came out as soon as the fire ignited. They were there onsite, ensuring that the fire was extinguished and 
making certain that the community was safe. The rangers from the City of Stirling were also onsite. They were 
available 24 hours a day for the community. I express my enormous regard and respect for those people who 
work for us. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: I also want to raise a matter about Reid Highway. Those people who have been in 
this place for a while would know that I became a very squeaky wheel when we were in government. I think I 
drove the Ministers for Transport, Hon Eric Charlton and then Hon Murray Criddle, crazy about the construction 
of Reid Highway. The highway was in fact constructed towards the end of my first term in this place. It was 
never constructed so that it would be dual carriageway. Unfortunately, that should have happened. Our 
government should have ensured the funding was available to provide a dual carriageway. I have watched over 
the past eight years the traffic increasing along Reid Highway. There is no doubt that it is time for that dual 
carriageway to be extended from Okley Road to Mitchell Freeway. I will be calling on the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure in due course to see whether there is any possibility that funding can be made available to 
address those traffic issues. 

There are a number of local traffic issues, and I think the member for Hillarys shares my concern about the 
80 kilometre an hour limit on Marmion Avenue. There have been a number of fatalities on that road. In fact, a 
motorcyclist was killed at the corner of Freeman Way and Marmion Avenue. The motorcyclist was hit by, as I 
understand it, a young P-plate driver coming out of Freeman Way. Leaving aside the issue of reducing the speed 
limit on that road to ensure that there are no more fatalities, another area of concern is road safety education. 
Motorists should be aware of motorcyclists. I say that because a friend of mine is in an induced coma in Royal 
Perth Hospital after being hit by a four-wheel drive last week. The accident was no fault of his own. Again, a 
young driver did not see him and pulled out onto the main road and hit him. We really need to educate motorists 
about motorcyclists on the roads. Often, motorcyclists are doing nothing more than obeying the road rules. We 
can all blame motorcycle riders and cast aspersions on them, but, as motorists, we need to be very aware that 
they also use our roads. I will be calling on the government to consider an education campaign about motorcycle 
safety. 

There are a number of other issues in the area of education that I will touch on. Two of the schools in my 
electorate are still awaiting upgrades. I had hoped that the Minister for Education and Training might make an 
announcement about a couple of schools. In fact, I think the upgrade to Newborough Primary School is 
underway, and the issues at that school are being well and truly addressed. However, Davallia Primary School 
has been waiting for many years for an upgrade to its administrative wing, and it is still no closer to finding out 
whether that will take place. I have raised that matter in this place over a long period. It is a shame that I have to 
say that I have raised that matter in this place over a long period. I will continue to pursue and send the relevant 
ministers letters about those issues. I know that the ministers tell me that I write too frequently. Perhaps I do not 
raise matters often enough in this place, but I certainly place on the record that many ministers have afforded me 
a great deal of professional courtesy and have looked after my constituents when I have asked that they be 
treated fairly. The Minister for Housing and Works is not in the chamber at the moment, but she is a constant 
recipient of my letters about Homeswest and some of the difficulties faced by Homeswest clients. I thank the 
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ministers and I look forward to continuing to write to them. I also look forward to working with members on 
both sides of the chamber for the rest of this year. 

[Applause.] 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo — Deputy Speaker) [4.33 pm]: In rising to reply to the Premier’s Statement, I 
first wish to commend the member for Carine for her speech. As a woman in this place, I should not have to say 
that it takes courage to speak out on these issues, but I will do so. I tell the member that it is a pleasure to work 
with her in this place. All of us in this place need to ensure that we rise to better standards. We all have fun in 
this place from time to time, but we should also note where the line is drawn in the sand. I commend the member 
for Carine for her speech. 

First, I will talk about some of the issues that are important to my electorate and then I will go on to some issues 
that are outstanding and hold challenges for us. We are very happy in Wanneroo at the moment. The signing of 
the town site agreement between the state government and the City of Wanneroo has meant that two major and 
exciting projects are underway. They are very welcomed by the community. The redevelopment of the 
Aquamotion aquatic facility, which focuses on health and wellbeing, will deliver contemporary and badly 
needed aquatic and recreational facilities to the region. Work has commenced on the cultural and learning centre, 
and completion is due in 2009. The centre will include integrated library facilities, exhibition spaces, community 
function facilities, a lecture theatre etc. The community cannot believe that it is finally going to get a new 
commercial shopping centre, so it is pretty thrilled about it, not that that has anything to do with government, but 
it is all part and parcel of the redevelopment of the area. 

Work has also commenced on the $12 million expansion of the mental health facilities at Joondalup Health 
Campus, which is part of the $276 million redevelopment of the hospital. This is part of our commitment to the 
treatment of people who suffer from severe mental illnesses not only in our region, but also across the board. 
This expansion will increase the number of beds from 27 to 42 and help ease the pressure not only on mental 
health services in the area, but also on the emergency department. 

This year the brand-new Hocking Primary School was opened. Unfortunately for my colleagues, I seem to be the 
member who gets to open schools, while some of them are in different situations. We are still experiencing 
unprecedented growth in the northern suburbs. Hocking Primary School was architect designed and built at an 
estimated cost of $9.9 million. When I became the member for Wanneroo, primary schools cost about 
$3.5 million to build and then that cost increased to $4.5 million. Now in 2008 they cost $9.9 million to build. 
The much-needed upgrade of Wanneroo Senior High School is also underway, and Ashdale secondary college is 
due to open next year. 

Importantly for the northern suburbs, a new major 400-hectare industrial area is being developed at Neerabup. 
The state government, through LandCorp, has prefunded more than $9 million in water, power and sewerage 
upgrades to allow the early release of land to the market. Meridian Park in Neerabup will offer the next 
generation of industrial development in Western Australia and will be a major contributor to our economic 
development in the north. The first stage of that development is on the market now. 

The Alkimos Water Alliance between the Water Corporation, Multiplex Engineering Pty Ltd, Macmahon 
Contractors and Zueblin Australia Pty Ltd has commenced work to extend the Quinns main sewer a distance of 
some five kilometres. This will of course then be connected to the Alkimos waste water treatment plant, which is 
due to be completed by 2011. This is one of the largest tunnelling projects that the Water Corporation has 
undertaken in Western Australia and will underpin the development of Perth’s northern suburbs. 

Another project which is very dear to my heart and for which I have been lobbying for a long time is stage 1 of 
the construction of a dual carriageway along a three-kilometre stretch of Wanneroo Road between Wallawa 
Street and Joondalup Drive. That work is due to begin by the end of this year. The dual carriageway will be 
separated by a median strip. It is badly needed, as Wanneroo Road already carries some 25 000 vehicles a day. I 
am calling on the government to fund construction of the next section of Wanneroo Road from Joondalup Drive 
north to Hall Road, which is a further 5.5 kilometres, so that the whole section can be undertaken without 
interruption. 

The Carpenter government is also making the most of these good economic times by building WA not only for 
our generation, but also for generations to come. There are a couple of projects I wish to mention today. I know 
that my constituents will definitely benefit from the new $8 million trauma unit at Royal Perth Hospital, which 
will be equipped with state-of-the-art technology to treat the state’s major adult trauma victims. Unfortunately, 
we still see these accidents in our workplaces and on our roads. This new purpose-built trauma unit will have 
cutting-edge equipment so that patients can be provided with better outcomes. It will also provide new 
opportunities for nurses from other hospitals to undertake important training.  
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For some time now people have had a somewhat controversial discussion about the new sports stadium. I am 
grateful that the decision has finally been made. I think it is a good one. It will be a stadium that people from the 
northern suburbs will be able to access. It will have a seating capacity of 60 000 and will cater for sports such as 
Australian Rules, rugby, soccer and cricket, and for major events such as concerts. It will be a welcome addition 
to our city, as will the new Western Australian Museum—a world-class museum for Western Australia that will 
be constructed on the former East Perth power station site. That was also a good decision. It will be fantastic. It 
will bring us into the twenty-first century, minister, and showcase our rich history, Indigenous heritage and 
unique environment. Therefore, I believe we are in pretty good shape. 
There are certainly some challenges and opportunities ahead for the government and for me. I have alluded to the 
growth in my region. Recent advice from the local government authority indicated that some 571 new people a 
month are moving into the local government area of Wanneroo. That just about keeps me off the page of the 
Electoral Commission book compared with the rest of the members in the chamber. It provides challenges but it 
also provides opportunities. One of the major challenges in Wanneroo is to make sure that we get the land use 
and water management planning absolutely right so that we are able to have a sustainable future economically, 
socially and environmentally. 

Members have all heard me bang on in this chamber about the Gnangara mound. Water is a subject near to my 
heart, as most of my electorate covers a fair bit of the Gnangara mound. I also have an abiding interest, 
obviously, in the future of the agricultural and horticultural industries in my region. Therefore, it is to the subject 
of water in particular that I now wish to turn. 

During the summer break, I was very fortunate to make the most of the time by further investigating the use of 
treated waste water. I visited a waste water treatment plant near Beersheba in Israel, as well as a kibbutz at 
Hatzerim, where the world’s largest irrigator has its headquarters, and waste water treatment plants in the United 
Kingdom. The waste water treatment plant near Beersheba is run by Global Environmental Solutions. It has a 
consortium that works with Netafim, the world’s largest irrigator that I have just mentioned. It delivers 
environmental solutions, integrating water treatment systems with irrigation projects. It has designed plants for 
municipal agricultural and industrial waste water treatment. The plant that I visited uses conventional processes 
for the treatment of waste water, activating the sludge method with extended aeration. The plant is a bio-circle 
configuration and is completely automatic. The thing that struck me with this plant was that it was small, 
embedded in a community and designed for a specific purpose. It had only two full-time employees on site: a 
plant operator and a chemist. That is all that was required. This plant was serviced by three smaller 
neighbourhoods on the outskirts of Beersheba. The plant is designed to deal with some 3 000 cubic metres of 
effluent a day. It currently produces 1 500 cubic metres of treated effluent a day. This is class A water for 
irrigation purposes. The plant works on a three-cycle filtration method—aerobic, chlorination and biomass—and 
100 per cent of the product is used. Interestingly enough, managed aquifer recharge is not used, as the water is 
polished for direct supply to the farmer. 

The other thing that struck me in Israel is that the Israeli people totally accept the use of treated recycled waste 
water for food production, and Israel is a major exporter of fruit and vegetables. Israel also has the highest rate of 
recycled water re-use in the world—that is, 75 per cent—which puts our target a little below the benchmark that 
I believe we should be aiming for, and that is my message to government. I think we need to raise the bar, and 
certainly the science and technology are available to us to do that. That sort of rate in Israel indicates its 
diligence in applying cutting-edge technology that is environmentally friendly and economically viable. As I 
have also indicated, at other plants that I visited the excess sludge is treated, retained, thickened and used for 
fertiliser. Nothing is left out. 

The other point that I want to visit closely, although I will probably revisit it again, is that Israel has moved away 
from the bigger waste water treatment plants. Here, we seem to think that we need huge plants. In actual fact, we 
have some smaller ones. They service country towns. Therefore, I will revisit this issue later in my speech, 
because I believe we can make better use of them, and I also question why we need those huge plants, even in 
the city. I think we could diversify slightly and make better use of them. In Israel, the plants are designed to deal 
not only with the waste that they take in, but also with whom they are then supplying to. For example, if people 
are growing cotton, they need only class C treated waste water, which is much cheaper. Therefore, the plant is 
designed to produce water that suits the crop that is nearby. If industry is being serviced, it does not need class A 
treated waste water, but it would be needed for edible vegetables. How sensible is that? Obviously, the Israelis 
have proved that it is not only environmentally sustainable, but also economically viable. Therefore, I think that 
we need to look at this a little more closely. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden: Some of the substantial mineral sand operators use huge volumes of water. 
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Mrs D.J. GUISE: Yes. I think they might still use potable water to this day, do they not, member? It is 
outrageous. 
Mr M.W. Trenorden: From what they have said to me, I think they are happy to use a lower grade of water. 

Mrs D.J. GUISE: Yes. I rest my case, member. That is exactly the point I make, and I think it is time we 
addressed the issue. I will revisit that point also, because it is a very important one. 
The other thing that struck me in Israel is that the people there have very much tied the method of irrigation to 
the supply of and demand for treated waste water. The methods are controlled using either surface or subsurface 
drip irrigation. Put simply, the farmer applies for water access, dependent upon the class of water required for the 
crop. The plant then puts in the pipe to the farmer, who pays for the water. I can tell members that the prices 
looked pretty economically viable to me. Everywhere I went, the scientists with whom I spoke said of the 
technology that “It’s not rocket science.” I heard that in both Israel and the UK. They said that the financing of 
the projects is the key. They are clearly able to do that, so we should be able to do it also. I think that we need to 
head in this direction. It was interesting to note that the whole time I was there, I did not see any sprinklers used 
anywhere, either domestically or commercially for industry. The one exception is that in Israel, when 
establishing a particular crop, they are allowed one line of spray that moves 10 metres a day. That is it. Once the 
crop is established, the spray is turned off and they just go with the subsurface irrigation. I saw jojoba plants 
being grown in the Negev desert, and they were all serviced by subsurface drip irrigation. I wonder why we 
cannot do these things. Every path and garden and every roadside planting, whether it be residential, commercial 
or industrial, use drip irrigation, whether it is surface or subsurface. 

I visited the Netafim plant at the kibbutz in Hatzerim. By the way, the kibbutz was established some 40 years 
ago, one year after the end of World War II. It is the oldest kibbutz in the area. Since 1967, Netafim has 
developed its research and development division to respond to the irrigation needs of field crops, using its 
technical knowledge to develop drip irrigation systems and products. This company has a worldwide presence, 
including in Australia. Clearly, from what members are hearing me say today, I was very impressed by the 
operation. The plant at Hatzerim is fully automated and works on a 24-hour production cycle, and it has a 
recycling capacity also. Although the irrigation pipes last a long time, as they need to be replaced the farmers 
take them back to the plant, they are attributed a credit and they are then able to put in the new equipment. It is 
very good. Nothing is wasted there. The subsurface irrigation system is usually placed about 35 centimetres 
below the surface, and the benefits, as explained to me, include no requirement for additional nutrients, no weeds 
and no chemicals in direct contact with the leaves of plants. Importantly—this is an important point for me as the 
member for Wanneroo, and for others who might have a link to the Gnangara mound—the crop takes up all the 
water and the nutrients, preventing leaching and ensuring no adverse effect on the environmental landscape. I 
will come back to that. 

I also visited one of the latest desalination plants at Palmachim. This operates as a builder-owner-operator 
plant—in our language it is probably more appropriate to say that it is operated on a public-private arrangement. 
Global Environmental Solutions Ltd also runs this plant and has a 23-year contract with the Israeli government 
to design and operate the plant. A very advanced operation, it deals with some 30 million cubic metres a year of 
desalted sea water and is one of the largest of such facilities in the world.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs D.J. GUISE: The plant is located in an industrial park some 500 metres from the beach in central Israel. 
For those members who are interested, the plant also takes in brackish water and mixes it with the desalinated 
water. GES designs and operates these plants—on both a small local and national scale—for both drinking water 
and irrigation purposes. Israel has 31 reverse-osmosis seawater and brackish water desalination plants and boasts 
the world’s lowest costing desalinated water production.  

In the United Kingdom I visited the Langford Water Treatment Works. The Northumbrian Water Group trades in 
the south of England as Essex and Suffolk Water and services two-thirds of Essex and three London boroughs; it 
has 1.8 million customers and a growing population! I was amazed at what happens in the United Kingdom. 
Here we are, fussing about some waste water issues, yet in the UK this company uses waste water—so it pays an 
abstraction licence fee—it cleans it up and then pumps perfectly good potable water back into the river system 
and then, three kilometres downstream, it extracts and cleans it again so its customers can drink it. I was just 
gobsmacked! The scientists rolled around laughing; the look on my face must have been a classic when I said, 
“You do what? You are putting perfectly good clean water back into a river system so that you can hoick it out 
three kilometres downstream!” It is absolutely amazing! They explained the plant history. Interestingly enough, 
they told me that when they first trialled this particular plant, the argument was not about drinking treated waste 
water, but about the fact that they might silt up the river. There was never any argument about drinking the stuff! 
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Unbelievable! We are so precious in Western Australia. We need to get a grip and catch up with the rest of the 
world.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: My mother was against bore water until the day she died! 

Mrs D.J. GUISE: I think I am fast becoming the treated waste water queen of the northern suburbs. I think we 
need to get a life and move on! 

This plant is capable of producing up to 40 megalitres a day and uses a combination of treatments. Interestingly 
enough, it is also a seasonal operation; that is, they supplement the water supply so that the plant does not run all 
year round. I should also point out that the company running this plant has been doing so successfully since 
2002, with no adverse side affects—there is certainly evidence to back up its claims. 

Another plant that I was interested in was near the Tilbury Docks in a very heavy industrial area. That plant takes 
in waste water from some pretty nasty industry sources. The plant also produces a very high quality fertiliser that 
is cleaned up, bagged, palletted, and exported around the world. It is clear that nothing is wasted—do not mind 
the pun! Everything is used. 

Members, the reason I go on about this is that I believe it is unacceptable in this day and age for us to pump 
perfectly good water out into the ocean. It is outrageous that we continue to do this, and we do it all the way up 
and down our coast. Why? We know we have a drying climate. We know we have water resource issues. There 
are no two ways about it: we are ahead of the game in the production of desalinated water but, frankly, I think 
we lag behind in the use of waste water. It is time that we embraced the science and technology that is available 
elsewhere. We too can be confident about its use just as the people in Israel, the United Kingdom, Singapore and 
the United States of America are—to name but a few. 

To succeed, the horticultural and agricultural industries in my region need security of land tenure and access to 
economically and environmentally sustainable treated waste water of the highest quality. We need to move with 
the times. The technology available to us should be used, and areas such as my electorate should be provided 
with treated waste water of a quality suited to grow crops. 

Similarly, the parks and gardens in all new developments should be provided with treated waste water. It is 
outrageous to see sprinklers continuing, with gay abandon, to use potable water to water parks and gardens. It is 
absolutely outrageous! It is also unacceptable that industries, such as those mentioned by the member for Avon, 
continue to use potable water in this state. We should not use potable water to mine gold. We should not build 
industrial parks that use potable water. They do not do these things in some of the countries that I have 
mentioned. We have a drying climate. This should be part of the overall suite of solutions that we look at. 

The other part of this equation is, of course, the irrigation and watering methods that are employed by the end 
user. I referred to this before. In areas unsuited to the continued use of water bores—there are perhaps some, 
dare I say it, in my own electorate—drip irrigation methods, both surface and subsurface, such as those used in 
Israel, should be adopted. I particularly refer to the potential horticultural and agricultural areas and the new land 
developments in my electorate. That is a good place to start. We are happy to be the first cab off the rank, and 
then the government will, hopefully, look at retrofitting some of the other areas down the track.  

As I have previously said, the Western Australian government leads the nation in the production of desalinated 
water. Our first plant is an outstanding success, and a second plant is proposed to be built shortly. The 
government is also undertaking the managed aquifer recharge trial. That is a pleasing development, but let us not 
reinvent the wheel! Let us not reinvent the wheel when we know that this science and technology is available. 
These things have been undertaken around the world for many, many years. Clearly, members can hear my 
frustration. I like everything to happen yesterday. I know I have to be patient, but — 

Mr M.W. Trenorden: In California they direct streams into recharge areas and recharge the aquifers. It has 
been done for 100 years. 

Mrs D.J. GUISE: That is right; and I think, member for Avon, in California the water might be lucky to be in 
the ground for six months before it is drawn out again; we are talking about 50 years. I think we can apply this 
new science and technology. It is clear that we can adopt these new methods. 

What I am about to do is probably quite controversial, but I wish to challenge the Department of Water to put in 
place a 10-hectare trial of this system using subsurface drip irrigation. I am sure there are a few guinea pigs who 
would put their hand up for this trial. This system can be measured and monitored for its successful application 
in the future. I wish to see a trial in place for a waste water treatment plant that has water treatment designed 
specifically for the crop. I think a 10-hectare trial for this system would be perfectly reasonable. 
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Mr M.W. Trenorden: Northam Town Council negotiated with the Department of Water about our ponds. 
Fifty per cent of that water goes into the Avon River and ends up on your doorstep. There is no way that you can 
convince the Department of Water to do anything different!  

Mrs D.J. GUISE: There we go. I can see that I have some fans for this idea. That is good and we should all 
work towards this.  

I put it to members that they need to educate their constituents on this issue so that we can all move forward 
together. It would be a very good thing. We owe it to ourselves and we owe it to future generations to change our 
current practices and embrace the use of treated waste water as part of the suite of solutions to ensure that into 
the future our water is secure and sustainable.  
MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [5.00 pm]: I will follow up on the theme the member for Wanneroo wonderfully 
chose and presented to this house; that is, the idea of having a strong focus on waste water treatment. There is a 
town in my electorate called Walpole, which, as members would be aware, is in the heart of the Walpole-
Nornalup National Park, the Walpole wilderness area and the soon to be proclaimed marine park in the Walpole 
and Nornalup inlets. This community has a population of approximately 400 people and it is at the limit, as 
members would be aware from debates in this house, of its power capacity as well as its water supply and 
effluent disposal system. I believe there is an opportunity, not unlike that mentioned by the member for 
Wanneroo, to perhaps use the town of Walpole as a case study for alternative arrangement for dealing with water 
and effluent disposal. It would be an absolute jewel in the crown for this government if it could demonstrate in a 
community such as Walpole, which is in some ways the centre of international attention being in the middle of a 
wilderness area—a relatively isolated confined community in an environmental hotspot—to demonstrate 
alternative approaches to those two issues; that is, water and effluent disposal. I have raised on a one-to-one level 
with the Minister for Water Resources that perhaps it is something that the government could consider at some 
time in the future. It wonderfully follows on from the member for Wanneroo’s speech and it might present an 
opportunity for a synergy between her goals in her electorate and the goals I have for my electorate.  

I turn now to my speech proper. I want to make a commitment in respect to representing my electorate in the 
issues that come forth. I will also refer to the good outcomes that have been achieved in my electorate over the 
past 12 months. All speakers so far in this debate have made reference to the economic boom. Certainly, 
significant regional growth has been a product of the economic boom. It is significant in the mining centres in 
our state. It is also significant to areas that traditionally have not been mining centres, such as Ravensthorpe that 
now has a significant nickel mine operated by BHP Billiton. It might also be significant in other areas of the state 
that in the past might not have seen such growth in the same proportions as other areas.  

It is interesting to note that even the communities I represent in the towns of Cranbrook, Frankland, Mt Barker 
and Denmark in particular and, to a lesser extent, Walpole are undergoing substantial growth, which is certainly 
a product of the current boom and people choosing to live in those areas, firstly, because of the environment and, 
secondly, because, particularly in the inland communities, the price of housing is attractive to them. I found 
when I doorknocked in the area that some residents are working in mining areas on a fly in, fly out basis.  

The other part of our state that is booming is the grain growing areas; not all grain growing areas I hasten to add. 
As a result of the success of last season, there have been substantial returns to the wheatbelt and the flow-on 
effect to the local economies in those areas and some of bigger regional centres is substantial. This gives 
Western Australia the capacity to invest in the future and leave a legacy to our children for future generations. 
We have had very few opportunities in the past to do that. That scenario is, clearly, playing out for this 
government. This government has put an infrastructure investment program in place that is substantial and 
reflects the substantial incomes it is getting in terms of public transport, the sports stadium, museum and 
foreshore developments. As the Leader of the National Party said, as regional politicians we do not begrudge 
those projects. They are substantial and often can only be achieved in boom times.  

I come to the nub of my speech. This economic growth and regional growth is producing some growing pains. I 
guess those growing pains are difficult to handle. It is important to note that the social fabric of our communities 
form the basis to support that hard economic growth.  

The politics in Western Australia is also changing. I will not debate the one vote, one value issue. I hope that this 
government and future governments do not use to their benefit the result of the change to representation. I refer 
to the fact that a substantial number of members come from the more populated areas of the state, which is 
probably only five per cent of the footprint of Western Australia. Therefore, the focus could be on infrastructure 
going into those areas and not the outlying areas. It would be really short-sighted if that focus were to be strong 
and the government did not support the communities that are contributing to the economic boom. We do not 
want to bite off the hand that feeds us. I put on notice to this government and future governments that that could 
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well be a political reality. It is a fear for regional people and that is the reason for the discussions on how we 
might address the potential issues that arise.  

I will talk about some of the core services in the communities that I represent. I will not refer to the major 
infrastructure projects, and certainly a big part of the Premier’s Statement reflected the substantial investment in 
sports stadiums and the like. Time and again issues about core services are raised with me and I refer to roads, 
water and power, which are basic services. The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure today highlighted the 
funding the government is providing for regional roads. That funding is still not getting through to the 
communities I represent. A substantial number of roads in the great southern and the south west are not up to 
scratch and are feeling the growing pains of the economic boom. The impact of the timber industry is putting 
more traffic onto those roads and there are pressures on the arterial roads into the communities as well as some 
of the local government roads. I highlight the point made by the Royal Automobile Club of Western Australia in 
The West Australian when it reported on an independent assessment, using data from Main Roads Western 
Australia, and highlighted the 10 worst in Western Australia. The worst road in Western Australia happens to be 
the South West Highway—Yornup through to Shannon, which is on the boundary of my electorate. It is one of 
the main feeder roads into my communities. Muirs Highway is also mentioned in the top 10. South Coast 
Highway, from Peaceful Bay to Parryville, is also mentioned in the top 10. These are significant roads in my 
community that need an investment to ensure that these communities also are able to deal with the growing pains 
of the current economic boom.  

Even at a very local level, I know the Denmark and Walpole communities are trying to raise funds to upgrade 
their main streets. Members should bear in mind that the main street is the number one highway that passes 
through the middle of those towns. The communities want to upgrade those roads to cope with the traffic flows 
and the dangers of those traffic flows and to improve the amenity of the front door of those communities for 
visitors. We know a substantial number of visitors visit those wonderful areas on the south coast.  

I move now to water. Currently, there are three towns in my electorate that are having water carted into their 
community to meet their town’s water supply needs. Water is being carted to Walpole from Quinninup, a 100-
kilometre trip, to Denmark from Albany and to Cranbrook from Mount Barker. It is almost musical chairs with 
water. The Premier talked today about Western Australia leading the nation in water security, yet in three 
communities truckloads of water are being carted to meet their water supply needs. It is a huge concern and it is 
an embarrassment. I have my reasons, which I will put to the house, on why we have arrived at this situation.  

I have written to the Minister for Water Resources—it is wonderful that he is present in the house—and 
proposed that the government consider a regional solution to the water supply to those communities, even to the 
point of suggesting a desalination plant for Albany. Presently, a pipeline from Albany to Mt Barker and up to 
Kendenup meets the water needs of those communities, but it does not go through to Denmark, Frankland or, 
significantly, to the west or further to the east. There is therefore the potential for a desalination plant if we 
consider the isolated costs of the production of water; for example, it costs $4 a kilolitre to deliver water to the 
Denmark community. I recently toured the desalination plant. Including the amortised cost of the capital 
investment, I believe it costs just over $1 a kilolitre for desalination. Denmark has the highest rainfall in the state 
and it is on level 5 water restrictions. The dam is there — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is a really tough question. The current supply dam for Denmark is the Quickup Dam, 
which until recently was rated at one gigalitre but has been downgraded to 800 megalitres on the basis of a 
shortfall in catchment and other issues. I believe there will be environmental issues and barriers to other options. 
Damming the Denmark River was one option. A number of sites were chosen when the Walpole wilderness area 
was proclaimed. Already a number of people have raised the potential issue down the track of damming the river 
as a source. As we all know, the Water Corporation does not like dams because it does not regard them as an 
efficient way of dealing with water; yet Denmark has the highest rainfall area in this state. I think that even in 
Denmark the Water Corporation is looking at supplies from the Mitchell River, which is just at the back of the 
Quickup Dam, and comes from a different catchment. I suggest that perhaps one medium to long-term answer 
that is climate independent is a desalination plant in Albany, and I have encouraged the minister to discuss that 
suggestion in the regional cabinet meeting to be held in Albany next week. 

Another pet concern that I raised a number of times last year is the issue of electricity, particularly in areas of the 
state on the edge of the grid that have met their capacity limits. In the 12 months to September last year Denmark 
had no new or upgraded connections. The outcome of that was a new government policy position to impose a 
headworks charge that is dependent on the capacity required and the distance from the substation. That 
headworks charge is levied on top of all the normal costs of connection and augmentation. I believe the 
headworks charge is also putting a substantial limit on potential opportunities for growth in these communities in 
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utilising the benefits of the economic boom in Western Australia. We have a water supply limit, level 5 water 
restrictions in one of the highest rainfall areas of this state and a headworks charge imposed on all new electricity 
connections. That is putting substantial pressure on the release of residential and industrial land. These 
communities are not able to respond to the demand that is coming into play. The first demand is for land in 
coastal locations; that is occurring all along the west coast. Secondly, as I pointed out earlier, there is a demand 
for land in some inland communities because the pricing structure for houses is substantially cheaper there than 
it is in much more populated areas; it offers people an opportunity to own their own home, as was highlighted by 
the Leader of the Opposition in his address this afternoon. 

I will move on to my theories about why we have finished up in this situation. As a member of Parliament I 
guess I am trying to be proactive in taking my concerns to the government and seeking to give it an opportunity 
to consider alternative ways of tackling these issues. It is my view that the corporations model—that is, the 
Water Corporation and Western Power, which are both government corporations—do not deliver to regional 
areas in Western Australia, particularly the fringe areas of the integrated supply system for water and the south 
west interconnected system for electricity. I will be calling formally through his house for an inquiry into 
whether the policy environment for the Water Corporation and Western Power actually results in sufficient and 
timely investment in these core service areas. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden: No, it doesn’t. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I know it does not and I believe it is time for an inquiry into them. Western Power and the 
Water Corporation need to run a business case to make a capital investment in infrastructure to supply these 
communities and industry with a core service. If that business case comes up short and it is deemed not viable to 
carry out the project on the basis of tariff return, Western Power imposes a headworks charge to get some of it 
back, and the Water Corporation claims a community service obligation payment to support the difference. In 
both cases they impede potential development in those communities. Therefore, before those two corporations 
make an investment in capital infrastructure, they run right down to the wire on their current infrastructure. The 
level of what I call “capacity margin” that should be in water and power is not there as it used to be. They are 
running the infrastructure so fine that if they experience something a bit different from the norm, such as a 
couple of dry years as the minister highlighted, or a little extra growth in some communities that was not planned 
for, they find themselves without the “capacity margin” to cater for those changes. The communities then finish 
up with no new connections for 12 months—which happened in Denmark last year. We then found ourselves 
carting water into Denmark, which I think started two months ago and will probably go through to the first 
rains—at substantial cost I might add. I do not believe that the corporations model is delivering those services in 
those regions and I will be calling formally through this house for an inquiry to assess whether there are 
alternative ways of managing government investment in that infrastructure. I believe that not enough weight is 
put on the social benefit of people working, living and investing in those regional centres. It certainly was not the 
thinking when back in the mid-1940s members of this house were making decisions to invest in the south west 
interconnected system. They made investments, not based on capital return, but on social outcomes, building the 
economy from the ground up and implementing initiatives such as the Kalgoorlie pipeline, which is a good 
example of that. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I emphasise that the issues I am raising are about water, electricity and roads. Those are the 
focus areas of the communities I represent; yet in his statement yesterday when commenting about the wealth of 
the state and the economic boom, the Premier made strong comments about the government making huge 
infrastructure investments in other areas. The caution I give is that the government is not putting a strong enough 
focus on core services in the communities that regional members of Parliament represent. 

I propose another solution, which has been discussed a number of times in this house, and I refer to the issue of 
infill sewerage. Part of the issue of housing affordability is the supply of land, as the Leader of the Opposition 
mentioned today. There is a growing demand in regional communities for the supply of land to people showing 
an interest in the regions. One of the most efficient ways of satisfying that demand is to develop deep sewerage. 
Substantial blocks in these communities can be subdivided. All the rest of the infrastructure—roads and power, 
provided capacity is maintained—and other services are there. People can simply subdivide their lot and build a 
second house. I believe investment in infill sewerage in regional communities is one way to seriously address the 
shortfall in the availability of property and the issue of unaffordability. I think that is a good argument to support 
an increased level of funding for infill sewerage. I believe there is $30 million in the 2007-08 budget. I know that 
the communities I represent can only foresee the next investment in infill sewerage and deep sewerage in 2018-
19. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 27 February 2008] 

 p416c-451a 
Mr Troy Buswell; Dr Kim Hames; Speaker; Mr Brendon Grylls; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Ms Dianne Guise; 

Mr Terry Redman; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr Tony McRae; Mr Gary Snook 

 [25] 

To give the government a little bouquet—it is important to give credit when it is due—I was very pleased, as was 
the community in Mt Barker, at the government’s announcement to fund stage 2 of Mt Barker Community 
College. Stage 1 of that college was announced and funded by the then Minister for Education and Training, now 
our Premier. More recently, stage 2 has been funded. That will make it possible for that project to go through to 
completion. The community has worked tremendously hard and has demonstrated a great deal of vision and 
forethought in seeking to provide a full service school in that community. I acknowledge the painful processes 
that the community has had to go through, and indeed the disruption that the school community is now going 
through with the college having to operate on two sites. It is great that the government is supporting this project 
through to the end. That project will be a tremendous model for some of the other large regional centres in 
Western Australia.  

While we are on the theme of education, another issue that I need to raise is the concern about the use of acting 
principals. That is a huge concern in not only the communities I represent but also the communities of many of 
my colleagues. Last year, we met with the Director General of Education and Training to discuss a number of 
points of change that the Department of Education and Training might look at in its human resource processes. 
We are due to call a meeting early this year to see what progress has been made on that matter. I sincerely hope 
that the spirit of the discussions last year will be carried through and that some real changes will be made in the 
department’s human resource processes so that we can achieve the continuity of leadership that is so dear to 
regional communities and to the education of the children in those communities. I certainly seek the minister’s 
support in that matter.  

It is often the small things that frustrate us the most. People in regional communities often raise with us issues 
which may seem small but which will have a substantial impact on the people in those communities. The 
particular issue I want to talk about now is driver’s licence tests. There has been a backlog in most communities 
in the waiting time for a driver’s licence test. In my community, the waiting time is about six weeks. Until now, 
those tests have been conducted by the police out of police stations. However, if the police happen to get a call-
out on a particular day, the tests for that day are cancelled, and they then join the backlog to be done six weeks 
later. We have been informed by the Department for Planning and Infrastructure that from the beginning of July 
this year, driver’s licence tests will no longer be conducted at police stations. I understand that the Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure will be putting in place a plan for the provision of this service in regional 
communities. I am concerned that even though this change is supposed to take place from the beginning of July 
this year, no plan is yet in place. I also fear that even when the plan is in place, there will be a reduction in the 
provision of important service in regional areas. I support the move to take driver’s licence tests away from 
police stations, because I do not believe that conducting driver’s licence tests should be a front-line responsibility 
of the police. The front-line responsibility of the police should be to provide police services in the community. 
Therefore, as I have said, I support that move. However, it is important that the same level of service is 
maintained for regional communities. I do not want any plan that may be put forward to be driven by funding, 
because when the plan is put before cabinet, cabinet might say that it can be funded by only this much, and that 
might be used as the basis for a cutback in the provision of that service in our regional centres. Therefore, we 
will certainly be watching that closely, because I highlight that that is a big issue for people in regional centres.  

I might add that a particularly important demographic in many regional communities is people over the age of 
85. People over the age of 85 need to undergo an annual driver’s licence test. In many of the communities that I 
represent, the only towns that these people have driven in over the past 10 years are the towns in their own 
particular shire. If these people need to go to Albany or a bigger centre, they usually get someone else to drive 
them there. At the moment, these people undergo their annual test at the police station in their local community. 
I am concerned that if people over the age of 85 who live in Cranbrook, for example, were required to take their 
driver’s licence test in Albany, that would be a significant stress point for them, because they might get nervous 
about taking the test, because they are in territory which they may not have driven in recently and which is 
unfamiliar to them, and that might cause them to fail their test and lose their licence and hence the independence 
that is so critical to people who live in regional communities and do not have access to public transport services. 
That is another reason that it is vitally important that the right plan is put in place. The Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure has suggested the option of a mobile service to provide driver’s licence testing in the more 
isolated regional communities so that people will not need to go to a larger centre for this basic service.  

I want to talk now about police station closures. As members would be aware, the WA Nationals took up this 
matter strongly last year. We are very concerned about this matter and about the need to maintain a basic police 
service for regional communities. I have some concerns about these closures. To use the example of Cranbrook 
in my community, the two police officers in Cranbrook were relocated to Tambellup and Mt Barker. The police 
officer who was relocated to Tambellup recently won a promotional position, so Tambellup has gone from three 
police officers back to two, because no replacement officer has been put in place. That has led to a diminished 
police service for the Cranbrook community. The closures were described by the minister at the time as a 
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different way of delivering police services. Indeed, we will be highlighting in this place the need to maintain the 
staffing numbers in police stations, particularly in some of the more hard-to-staff regional centres, perhaps by 
providing greater incentives to encourage people to move to those centres to maintain the services that are so 
important to those communities. The Commissioner of Police gave an undertaking at the time that he would be 
reviewing those closures in the middle of this year. We are engaged in ongoing discussions with the relevant 
authorities with regard to that review, in the hope that the commissioner will reconsider those closures. I would 
certainly like the commissioner to reconsider the closure of Cranbrook Police Station. 

I have a lot of material to cover and I will not be able to get through all of it, but I want to talk about the current 
beef cattle crisis. As some members may be aware, I attended the beef cattle crisis meeting in Bunbury last year. 
A number of people have phoned me and discussed with me the issues in that industry. The issues in that 
industry are indicative of many of the issues in the broader agricultural field. I guess one of those issues is 
horticulture in the south west and great southern. In my discussions, I have analysed and looked at what would 
be an appropriate response to this matter from government and, indeed, from a member of Parliament. It is very 
clear that Western Australians want sustainable regional communities. They want a viable agricultural industry 
in Western Australia. They want to be able to buy Western Australian product off the shelf in supermarkets. In 
that context, it is important to consider three things. Firstly, it is important to maintain a strong independent 
sector in the Western Australian grocery market. This may sound like a blunt instrument, but it is for that reason 
that I do not support the argument to deregulate trading hours. I do not support that for the simple reason that in 
Western Australia there is still a relatively strong independent sector, and that sector is a strong supporter of 
regional producers. Secondly, Western Australians genuinely want to buy Western Australian product. It is, 
therefore, important that consumers are able to identify Western Australian product on the shelves. I therefore 
support the government’s recent push, aided by the work of a parliamentary committee that dealt with this 
matter, to strengthen the Buy WA campaign. Thirdly, in the case of the beef cattle industry in particular, I am 
supportive of anything that can be done to sustain a second export abattoir in Western Australia. I have had 
conversations with the executives in T&R Pastoral, which operates out of South Australia in particular, about 
what they are looking at with regard to the North Dandalup site. I have also had conversations with Ian Longson 
in the Department of Agriculture and Food about what support the Western Australian government can give to 
companies that want to invest in infrastructure in Western Australia to get another export abattoir up and 
running. My belief is that the ball is sitting firmly in the court of private industry. Some support is being offered 
by government, certainly for the processes that are needed to get an abattoir up and running, which is not easy. 
Right now, we need someone to step up to the mark and say that they are prepared to invest in this industry. It is 
at that point that we can have discussions about what support the state government can and should provide to get 
a bit of competition into the marketplace in Western Australia so that we can ensure that our beef cattle industry 
is sustainable. Indeed, we see similar patterns in a lot of other agricultural industries in Western Australia that we 
also want to be sustainable, so that my kids and grandkids can go to a supermarket and purchase products that 
are farmed, fished or grown in Western Australia. That is the legacy that we would like to leave behind for future 
generations. 

MR G. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [5.29 pm]: I listened with great interest to the Premier’s Statement 
yesterday. I listen to the Premier regularly and he has a fondness for using particular phrases and words. The 
word that I picked up on the Premier using yesterday, not once or twice but several times, was “iconic”. He 
referred to the new Perth Arena as iconic. He referred to the new museum complex as iconic. He referred to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital as iconic. He referred to them all as iconic developments in Western Australia. There is a 
great icon in the electorate of Greenough—although there is some irony in a sense with the use of the word 
“icon”—the Greenough Convict Bridge. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: Yes, the local member is iconic! Maley’s Convict Bridge is iconic. The bridge used to 
span the Greenough River at the Greenough Hamlet. At the beginning of the year before last, part of the bridge 
was washed away. This is not an issue that I have referred to only in this speech in the house; I have referred to it 
on a couple of occasions. That iconic bridge stands, as it did a couple of years ago, halfway across the 
Greenough River. A couple of weeks ago, the Greenough River flooded, as it regularly does, but the word 
“regularly” has to be put in context. The river might flood only once every five, 12 or 13 years, but it does flood. 
It was with great interest that, after the flood, I went to the Greenough River where Maley’s bridge spans the 
road, which goes from one side of the hamlet to the other, to see the water come down because it had not quite 
yet reached the bridge on that Sunday morning. I waited in the riverbed, which is where the cars cross from one 
side of the hamlet to the other because the bridge has not been rebuilt, and watched the water come down. It was 
a beautiful sight. Most people hope that the river “floods” regularly, because it is nice when that part of the 
Greenough River has some water flowing through it. It is nice to have water flow through the front flats. When I 
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came down from that part of the world on Monday night, there was still water flowing through there, but no 
bridge to cross. 

I use the word “iconic” because it seemed to me that, although the Premier was referring to these magnificent 
developments that will occur in the metropolitan area, perhaps some of the great icons of regional Western 
Australia could do with a little boost. The Convict Bridge at Greenough is one such icon. There are other great 
icons in regional Western Australia. Probably the greatest icon in regional Western Australia is the Mundaring to 
Kalgoorlie pipeline. Certainly, it was a visionary piece of work for its time. I do not know that I can add 
anything in this house to the history and the great import of that development. It was also interesting today to 
hear the member for Kimberley, when she spoke on the condolence motion for Sir Charles Court, refer to the 
Ord River project and the ongoing work that needs to take place in that part of the world. Notwithstanding the 
natural gas pipeline, which has been with us for several decades, the Mundaring to Kalgoorlie pipeline, which 
has been with us for a century, and the somewhat undeveloped Ord River project, which has been with us since 
the late 1950s and early 1960s, there are no government-driven iconic developments going on in regional 
Western Australia. There are no iconic state building developments on the scale of the Ord River project, the 
Mundaring to Kalgoorlie pipeline or the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. It was refreshing to hear the 
member for Kimberley reinforce the importance of that project, and Ord stage 2 in particular, to regional 
Western Australians. Those regional Western Australians are a long way from my electorate of Greenough, but 
they are regional Western Australians nevertheless and have over many years been disadvantaged by the tyranny 
of distance from the capital of Perth. It is something that many regional members from both sides of the house 
will give testament to. Being a regional member often has some tremendous advantages because regional 
members represent some of the most wonderful people they could ever hope to represent. That is certainly what I 
do as the member for Greenough. I am sure that the member sitting next to me, the member for Stirling, 
represents wonderful people, as do all members. However, there are challenges ahead for regional Western 
Australia that are not necessarily appreciated by the government at this stage. I hope that some time this year the 
Premier could use the word “iconic” again in reference to Ord stage 2 and that that becomes a great 
developmental icon in Western Australia because its full potential has not been realised. The full potential of 
regional Western Australia is no longer being recognised or realised as the government focuses more and more 
on projects in Perth. 

One point that I would like to reflect on as the member for Greenough is that this past year has been another 
difficult year for the people in our agricultural communities. It has been the second year of drought—the year we 
were never going to have again. From a farming community’s point of view, there has been a migration of 
people away from many smaller farming communities. I am sure that if the member for Moore, who is currently 
in the house, and I put our two electorates together, we would have more than 50 small regional communities 
and towns in our two electorates. The member for Moore knows what I am referring to. He does not have to read 
between the lines. He understands these things. Most of those small regional towns have survived over the past 
100 years because of agricultural endeavours. With the changing nature of agriculture and with changing 
markets, many of these communities struggle to survive, and we see visited on these communities some of the 
impacts of those changes. One impact is declining school numbers. Another is the closure of a school. For 
example, the community of Wubin had a school until the end of last year. The Department of Education and 
Training, in its wisdom, saw fit to close the school. The struggle for that community grows greater as they 
determine where to send their children to school and deal with the enhanced tyranny of distance. Indeed, the 
journey for all those schoolchildren has become considerable.  

While I am speaking about the tyranny of distance, earlier this year I travelled out of the state of Western 
Australia, which is a marvellous thing to do. It is good to travel to other places to appreciate what is going on. 
The reason that I travelled out of Western Australia was to take a look at other drought-affected and impacted 
communities. I travelled through much of the central and north west of New South Wales. I will not go into the 
details of that journey because now is not an appropriate time to do so. I took with me two devices, which I will 
hold up for members to see. One is a mobile phone, which was supplied by Telstra Countrywide, because Next 
G does not work. Telstra Countrywide is trying to prove that Next G does work. What I am holding is an FI65, 
which is Telstra Countrywide’s attempt to enable regional Australians to access Next G. It does somewhat. It is 
still not as good as the old CDMA network. Members can make their own decision about that.  

The other device, which some members may have, is one that plugs into the side of a laptop, which enables 
information to be downloaded from the internet and emails to be accessed when one is travelling. It is not 
inexpensive. As I have been made aware by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, as a regional member of 
Parliament I am not entitled to any reimbursement for this device. I have acquired it entirely at my own expense. 
If I travel somewhere in regional Western Australia or regional Australia, as I did, and utilise this device because 
there is no service available in my hotel room—many hotels do not have that service—I pay for that call entirely. 
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It is a mobile call. I say to all members of the house, no matter what side of the political divide they come from, 
if regional members of Parliament are to have access to the same services to which members in the city and large 
regional centres have access, this sort of device should be fully refundable.  

Mr A.D. McRae: Will you be making a submission to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal?  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I will. I have sought advice from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, because I 
was using it for parliamentary business. It was deemed, via a conversation over the phone, that I am not eligible 
for any refund. I will take the matter further.  

Mr A.D. McRae: Can I suggest two things? First, your submission is important. Second, that is absolutely an 
allowable electorate expense.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I would have thought so. It is a bit like the trailblazing that previous members did with 
mobile phones. I want every member to have what I would describe as communications equity.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Don’t you get that paid for out of your electorate allowance?  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: Possibly. I am seeking more clarification from the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet. I have been advised that it has to be paid for out of the account of GA Woodhams, member for 
Greenough.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is the same as mine. I have to pay for mine.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: What is the point? We all pay for phones.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: The point that I am making is that, with this device, any member of Parliament who 
travels to anywhere in Western Australia will still be able to connect to and download from the internet.  

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I will seek further advice.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Country members get a bigger electorate allowance than city members.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I am not arguing about that.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: They do not have as many postage stamps to buy as city members.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I lick a lot of postage stamps. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes): Order, members! I am sure the member for Greenough has more 
to say. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I am aware that members are always concerned about my welfare. I appreciate their 
interjections.  

There are many issues facing regional Western Australians. A major issue is travel, which is reflected in what I 
have just been talking about. The road and rail infrastructure in regional Western Australia remains totally 
inadequate. I have been approached by a person in my electorate about a petition and, in due course, I intend to 
present that petition to Parliament. The petition calls for the return of a rail service to areas north of the 
metropolitan area of Perth. As you would be aware, Madam Acting Speaker, previously there was a rail service 
to places such as Geraldton. Some people who would like to see a return of that rail service. I am encouraged 
when I hear the Premier and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure talk about proposed rail lines and 
improved rail services to places such as Bunbury. A rail line to the areas north of the metropolitan area could be 
another iconic development in regional Western Australia.  
When people travel on the roads of regional Western Australia, which most regional members do on a regular 
basis day and night, but particularly in the early morning and mid-afternoon, they pass school buses. The state’s 
school bus system and its drivers provide a fantastic and unparalleled service. 
[Member’s time extended.]  
Mr G. WOODHAMS: However, the pressure faced by school bus drivers in my electorate is unreasonable. The 
main pressure comes from increased traffic on Brand Highway. I am not referring to the motor vehicles that 
members might drive on a regular basis, such as a sedan. Rather, I am referring to the number of B-doubles on 
the road, the large road trains that frequently travel on Brand Highway in increasing numbers. On many parts of 
Brand Highway, particularly those that are old in construction, there are many dangerous spots at which a school 
bus and a road train pass each other as they head in opposite directions. There is increased danger because many 
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of the trucks are on the road 24 hours a day and because, at the moment, many of the school buses are, even this 
month, driving students around in the dark. The government faces many challenges. It must get transport and 
transport safety right, particularly on Brand Highway. I make special reference to school buses that carry a large 
number of children and frequently use the stretch between Dongara and Geraldton. One of the main reasons 
there is a greater number of school buses on that road is the government’s inability to understand the requirement 
and needs of the Dongara community, particularly with respect to the education of its high school students, who, 
because the government has made years 11 and 12 compulsory—that is an admirable concept and one that I 
support—are travelling in greater numbers to Geraldton. That is because Dongara District High School is not 
able to provide the necessary programs and services that this increased number of students demands, needs and 
deserves. Therefore, it is a dual-edged sword, if one likes, particularly with road safety and school buses, but it is 
linked to the government’s decision to not upgrade services, to not upgrade facilities and to not increase 
resources at Dongara District High School, so that more and more students are forced to travel on school buses at 
this time of the year, with daylight saving, in what I would describe as unsafe conditions. 
If there is one issue that is continually raised with me, it is daylight saving and the way in which a cavalier 
decision on this issue was made. I will not traverse the daylight saving argument. Suffice it to say that certainly 
the majority of people in my electorate want an end to it. People continue to approach me, not only from my 
electorate, but also from all places in Western Australia and from all walks of life, demanding an end to daylight 
saving and sensibly requesting that this government acknowledge the three noes in the referendums—perhaps it 
should be “three strikes and you’re out”. 
The member for Stirling referred to an issue that has tremendous resonance in my electorate; that is, the inability 
of the corporations model currently being used by Western Power and the Water Corporation to effectively 
deliver to regional Western Australians what should really be a community service obligation. The model is 
failing miserably in delivering power to communities such as Morawa. I believe it behoves this government to 
take a look at that model, to say why it is not working and to acknowledge that it is not working. Thousands of 
Western Australians are being disadvantaged on a regular basis. Hundreds of businesses in regional Western 
Australia must, at their own expense, do one of two things: store enough potable water or buy backup generators 
to make sure that when Western Power crashes—as it does on a regular basis in communities such as Morawa—
the local stores, particularly supermarkets and other shops, are able to keep their businesses operating. None of 
those things comes cheaply. Therefore, I urge the government—I believe I would have the support of many 
regional members of this Parliament—to look at that corporations model that has been imposed on Western 
Power and the Water Corporation, because it continues to fail regional Western Australians, and it is not going to 
deliver. It is socially inequitable and totally unfair, and it is costing people time and money and causing social 
distress. It is not something of which the government should be proud. I know that privately certain people 
within both those corporations often feel very hamstrung by it. Therefore, it is an issue that I urge the 
government to look at. 
The other major issue that is raised with me on a continuing basis is what is going to happen to Oakajee. I am 
sure that if the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure were in the chamber, what she would tell me today 
would be different from what she was able to tell me last week and from what she would tell me next week. That 
is not to say that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure does not have a deep and abiding interest in the port 
of Oakajee and the myriad issues that surround it. However, it is an issue that has continually tormented the 
community of the mid-west. It is an issue that is continually held up before us as being perhaps a commercial 
lifeblood or one of the financial rivers for the entire region. However, at this point I do not believe that anyone in 
this house can really come to grips with what is happening, so muddied are the waters, so confusing is the debate 
and so difficult is it for the minister to make decisions and give directions. I believe that some—to use jargon—
transparency is needed so that the whole community of the mid-west can understand what is necessary for this 
project to go ahead, because I believe it is the great belief of the majority of the mid-west communities that the 
Oakajee project should go ahead. 

I want to return to the 50 communities that, between us, the member for Moore and I represent. I believe we 
represent them very well. However, we have 50 communities that I believe are, in the main, neglected by this 
government. We have communities that have imposed on them a range of dysfunctions. One might ask: how 
could that happen? As has been evidenced in this place before, services are withdrawn. A three-person police 
station becomes a two-person police station, and then perhaps it becomes a one-person station, with someone 
there in an acting capacity. It leads to dysfunction. Perhaps it is because a government department might identify 
a certain town as a repository for some people who are having health difficulties and those health difficulties are 
not ones that the department is managing particularly well. They could be mental health problems, for 
argument’s sake. I am not saying that they are, but they could be. Therefore, a family is moved into a community 
without any consultation, without any discussion and without any involvement of the local government or the 
local people. All the other services are then expected to pick up this family when, predictably, it is not able to 
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cope. However, what services are there in these communities? In many of these small communities, the services 
are very few; and, if there are services, they perhaps come from places such as Geraldton or Northam, or maybe 
even from the metropolitan area, on a once-every-two-weeks basis, on a needs-be basis or on a crisis basis. 
Therefore, many of our small communities have a range of management difficulties. As the Leader of the 
Opposition made abundantly clear today, they are not sharing in the largesse—the so-called benefits—that this 
state is apparently enjoying at the moment. Therefore, on behalf of those people who live in the electorate of 
Greenough, I ask the government and the Premier, with his iconic visions, to perhaps put a couple of icons aside 
for a moment and visit downtown Mullewa or downtown Yerecoin to see how much our people are sharing in 
the great wealth that is being generated. I think that a lot of Western Australians are not sharing in it at all; a lot 
of regional Western Australians are never going to get a chance to share in it at all. I believe it is the 
responsibility of this government to make sure that everyone gets a slice of that pie, one that people in small 
town regional Western Australia are not seeing. 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [6.00 pm]: It is a pleasure to give my response noting the Premier’s address to the 
opening of the 2008 Parliament. In doing so I will not only record some significant matters of interest in my 
electorate of Riverton, but also take the opportunity to reflect on where we are as a state and the challenges that 
face us in the future. It is true for all members of Parliament that our first responsibility in these kinds of debates 
is to reflect on specific issues, interests and priorities in the communities within our electorates. Closely 
following that is an obligation on members to reflect on the broader needs of Western Australia.  

Sometimes it might be that we feel a need to recognise that the priorities of the state come before the specific and 
immediate interests of the people in our electorates. I will give an example of that. During the past seven years, 
particularly in the latter three or four years of the Howard coalition government in Canberra, there was much 
debate about the need to use the commonwealth’s budget surplus to invest in the productive capacity of Australia 
rather than use that budget surplus to pay for quite modest tax cuts to individual workers. The reason that people 
were making that argument about the allocation of record and unprecedented budget surpluses to productive 
capacity was that many of them feared that the allocation, at a commonwealth level, of those budget surpluses to 
individual income earners would serve only to increase inflation and, through that process, ultimately put 
pressure on interest rates. Those fears have been found to be true and a correct analysis.  

The alternative view of what the correct priorities would have been in the course of those four or five years of 
the last half of the Howard coalition government was an investment in productive capacity. Members might 
remember that about three years ago the Howard government made a great deal about bottlenecks in Australia’s 
export capacity and conducted a survey of Australia’s port performances. We saw photos in the national media 
and, to some extent, in The West Australian showing queues of ships waiting to come into port. When the 
analysis was completed, we could see that not one of those ports that was identified as an export bottleneck was 
in Western Australia. The reason for that was that the Western Australian government had been investing very 
large amounts of money in restructuring, upgrading and increasing the capacity of Western Australia’s trade 
infrastructure.  

The difference between the policies of the Western Australian government over the past seven years and those of 
the Howard coalition government over the past seven years is a case study in productive investment versus short-
term political investment. It is that challenge that faces us today.  

We have heard in the contributions to this debate today legitimate concerns of members from regional and urban 
centres about adequate services, adequate use of resources and adequate allocation of priorities to the 
communities that most need the support of the state government in these times. Why do I say “need the support 
of the state government in these times”? It is because I will give members broad statistics of where we are as a 
state.  

In 2008 the Western Australian economy is more than $125 billion. We are 2.1 million people occupying 
2.5 million square kilometres. That ratio tells members that on a global scale there is an extraordinary level of 
economic activity from a relatively small number of people in a vast expanse of geographic space. The latest 
forecasts coming from population researchers on the eastern seaboard and, indeed, in Western Australia, suggest 
that Perth’s population, which traditionally over the past 10 to 20 years has been 75 per cent of Western 
Australia’s total population, will grow from its current 1.6 million people to be well in excess of 3.2 million by 
2050—in just 40 years the population of the city will double.  

If members contemplate the extraordinary growing pains that we have been dealing with over the past six or 
seven years as the state has grown at an average of about 40 000 to 45 000 people a year and extrapolate that out 
for the next 40 years to 2050, and imagine that we will be doing that on the current scale and, at times, at a 
greater rate of growth, they will see the dimensions of the challenges that face not only this Parliament and 
government, but also members of this Parliament in representing the interests of their communities. It is within 
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that context that I talk not about the conflicting demands but certainly the competing demands on the attention of 
members to represent the future interests of this state and their electorates. It is in that context that I will make 
some relatively brief comments on the Premier’s Statement and make some observations about the needs of 
people in my community in the electorate of Riverton.  

Firstly, my community is characterised by working families. I know that that phrase was used a lot in the lead up 
to the last federal election. It is a phrase that I have used since I first started campaigning to be the member for 
Riverton in 1999. The reason I used that phrase is that I was campaigning against the then member for Riverton 
and former Minister for Industrial Relations, the architect of what was called the first, the second and the third 
waves of industrial reform of the Court government. The reason I am the member for Riverton is that working 
families and working people overwhelmingly rejected those kinds of industrial laws and practices. If it is not 
enough that I was elected for that reason, it is one of the overwhelming reasons that the Rudd government is now 
in place and the Howard government has been cast into the history books. The Howard government simply failed 
to understand that working families in Australia expect decent industrial relations laws that give balance and 
fairness in the power relationship between an employer and a worker engaged on the company books. 
WorkChoices was clearly unfair and swung the balance in favour of the employer to the extent that employees 
had no chance of adequately representing themselves in fair debates on wages, conditions and service 
arrangements at the workplace. Increased flexibility is something that we want to see in businesses and the 
economy of Australia, including Western Australia, but not at the expense of workers’ conditions, because 
workers are entitled to protection so that they are not subject to the whim of an employer. There is another 
reason that this debate about working families is contemporary rather than historical. As we contemplate 
continuing reforms and drive to make our economy more productive, we must question whether we want 
industrial relations laws that allow downward pressure on wages to be the key by which a business in a 
competitive environment can survive. Should a business survive on the basis of its success in driving down the 
wages and conditions of employees or should it succeed and prosper on the basis of its capacity to deliver good 
services and products? That is the question we need to ask about the Western Australian economy in the long 
term. The future of sustainable businesses rests in our creative capacities, our ability to be technologically 
advanced, and our capacity to engage highly skilled, productive and loyal employees. Reduction in wages costs 
should not be the single greatest lever for a sustainable business. That equation still divides the Labor Party side 
of the Parliament from the conservative opposition. It is clearly understood in my community that that is one of 
the defining differences between a Labor representative and any conservative candidate. Conservative 
representatives in the seat of Riverton have traditionally been very hard right-wing economic rationalists. I note 
that the Liberal Party seems to be repeating that pattern in choosing its next candidate for the seat—another hard 
right-wing economic rationalist who advocates free market philosophy for absolutely everything, particularly the 
labour market. 

Priorities for working families in Riverton are education, health, sport, community safety and the environment. 
There is no rocket science in that; those are standard interests and priorities for every family, household and 
individual in my electorate and across the state. People want an education system that delivers opportunities for 
learning and development, and the creation of lifelong opportunities. Some of the markers the Premier used 
yesterday in his statement indicate that we have made some great strides in education but some very great 
challenges remain. We have very significantly increased retention rates. We have raised the school leaving age 
from 15 to 17 as of this year. We have increased the rate of participation in apprenticeships and traineeships by 
more than 30 per cent. More than 28 000 people are now involved in registered training programs. 

At the same time, in the past two years we have seen a decline in the number of people wanting to take up 
university education. That is an area that is overwhelmingly influenced by commonwealth policy, particularly in 
relation to higher education contribution scheme charges and the services and support mechanisms offered to 
students on university campuses. The pathological and ideologically driven destruction of student unions is one 
of the pieces of evidence of the failure of the Howard government to understand what is essential in nurturing, 
encouraging and sustaining students through their university years. For people involved in apprenticeships and 
traineeships, as well as those at university, these are years when their personal lives are going through all sorts of 
wild and wonderful moments. They are young people in transition from dependent living as students in their 
family homes to an increasingly independent life as young adults. That process is inevitably challenging for 
individuals, and inevitably young people will need support through that process. The pathological hatred of 
student unionism at universities is one piece of evidence of where the Howard government did a disservice to not 
just itself but also the working families in my electorate. Overwhelmingly, young people benefited from student 
unions operating in universities. At the same time, industrial trade unions maintain a very strong interest and 
involvement in apprenticeships and traineeships and offer a framework of support in those learning 
environments. That framework was stripped out of the environment of universities in another example of blind 
rage against what people saw as collective action, and it was a wrong and strategically poor policy move. 
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The health sector in Western Australia, in common with health sectors across Australia and indeed around the 
world—as I found in studies that I did in Europe in July and August of last year—is under pressure. That is the 
only way it can be described—health systems are under pressure throughout the developed world. To suggest 
that somehow they are in chaos or crisis is melodramatic and overreaching. The reforms that have been carried 
out in Western Australia by this government have been difficult and have required an extraordinary level of 
cooperation amongst all the interest groups. They will continue to challenge people to think outside of their own 
self-interest. I give the example of the Fiona Stanley Hospital in the southern suburbs. By any measure, we must 
have a major tertiary hospital in the southern suburbs. We need only look at the scale of population growth in the 
south to see that that is true. However, the opposition to our plans for Fiona Stanley Hospital was based on 
nothing more than naked self-interest. I saw no argument presented that could have been reasonably assessed as 
having been based on the strategic advance of the health sector and health policy in Western Australia. The 
Liberal Party went to the last election opposing the Fiona Stanley Hospital with a half-baked idea of somehow 
refurbishing Fremantle Hospital to take on that role. It is simply not possible to reconstruct an ageing and 
deficient major hospital like Fremantle into the world-class tertiary institution we will construct at Fiona Stanley 
in Murdoch. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.D. McRAE: That is a stark example of a difficult and innovative reform that is necessary in our health 
sector. I note that we have substantially reduced waiting lists for elective surgery and non-essential surgery; that 
is, surgery that can be banked up a bit, even though that causes discomfort to people who have to wait. I am well 
aware of the people in my electorate, for example, who are waiting for hip replacements and all sorts of other 
procedures. However, that queue cannot be reduced to zero overnight. The fact that we have more than halved 
the waiting times for elective surgery is a remarkable achievement. We must think about ways in which we can 
increase the retention rates for nurses because it is very clear that the nursing cohort within the health sector is 
providing the very direct primary health care and nursing service to patients in the system. With all the economic 
pressures and concomitant economic opportunities it has become increasingly difficult to retain nurses in the 
health system in the longer term, in the same way that we see many teachers and police officers, for example, 
taking up opportunities within the private sector, simply because our high-speed resources sector is operating in 
the international economy and offering much higher wages and salaries than those available in the domestic-
based economy.  

Sport in all Australian communities is at the core of so very much of what we do. Willetton Basketball 
Association operates in the heart of my electorate. It has a very substantial stadium out of which the club 
operates. It plays in the city premier division of basketball. It plays against teams in Joondalup and Wanneroo. 
Willetton Basketball Association has now expanded to the point that it has registered more than 3 500 individual 
players, which I believe makes it one of the largest suburban basketball associations in the state. About 
400 metres away is Willetton Senior High School, which operates a basketball scholarship program for 
outstanding basketballers. There is a very close liaison between the high school and the basketball association, 
which has brought wonderful things to the whole community. That relationship between the basketball 
association and the school not only has raised the level of skill of a number of people who come specifically to 
participate in basketball in elite sports programs, but also has brought home to us the best things about sport in 
the community. Participation, doing one’s best, finding a level and a grade in which one can be challenged, can 
excel, can have fun and can find companionship and develop friendships are all ingredients that are the elements 
in nurturing the growth of young people in Australia. Young people who participate in sport in one form or 
another—I do not care whether it is tiddlywinks or high level basketball—typically in my view have a much 
greater sense of community participation and of their part in society than do those who cannot find a way in 
which to participate. 
I work assiduously to encourage young people to participate in either a sport or some other form of voluntary 
group in the community. I quite often get wry smiles when I talk to community groups about the compulsory 
voluntary program that exists now in high schools. People love the idea of a compulsory voluntary program; that 
is, students are required to do 20 hours of voluntary work in years 11 and 12 as part of their graduation 
requirements. That has been a great change in education policy that has also made people aware of the links 
between young people’s development and the community in which they are growing up. It helps to break down 
some of the relative social isolation that can occur in the fast growing, busy, urban and suburban environment in 
which my community operates and lives. Sport and compulsory voluntary participation, therefore, are essential 
ingredients for my community. The state government’s investment in the refurbishment of the Willetton 
Basketball Association stadium has been extremely well received, as has the government’s investment in the 
new basketball court at Willetton Senior High School, which is of international competition playing standard. 
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The environment, of course, seems to be one of the great political and social issues of our time. That is clearly 
because of the concerns about climate change and all the science that suggests we face a serious challenge in 
sustaining biodiversity, economic activity and resources use in and around the changes that will come to our 
climate. I believe that at its base the environment has always had a very high priority in my community, probably 
because Canning River is the dominant physical feature in my community. Other members of this place might 
have wheatfields in their electorates; some have the Swan and Canning Rivers on either side of their electorates; 
others have coastline that they are concerned about; and others have escarpment, hills and agricultural 
development. However, it is the Canning River that catches people’s imagination in my community. Any visit 
there will indicate to people that it is an environmental jewel in the city. Canning River Regional Park is well 
known locally, but I suggest it is not particularly well known to members outside the immediate South 
Metropolitan Region. It is an extraordinarily diverse and wonderful regional park. Some volunteers involved 
with Canning River Regional Park conduct biannual surveys of bird species. They have done that in association 
with the Western Australian ornithological society. 
Ms S.M. McHale: Ornithologists. 
Mr A.D. McRAE: Ornithologists; I thank the minister very much for that.  
The WA ornithological group has been involved in some of those surveys. The bird surveys in the past three 
years have revealed a remarkable increase in the diversity of bird populations in Canning River Regional Park, 
from some 55 birds in earlier surveys to in excess of 75 bird species now present in that park. I ask members to 
reflect on that: more than 75 bird species in a relatively small regional park in the middle of a fast growing and 
intensely developed urban environment is a remarkable study. It is evidence that this jewel can be sustained if we 
take measures to protect the biodiversity and the habitat of those species. 

Members will be aware, as they have heard me talk about this before, that the people in my electorate and its 
surrounds are very excited that within a couple of months the Canning River Regional Park eco education centre 
will be opened. It is a $2.5 million education centre moulded to some extent on the Herdsman Lake project, with 
which I think the member for Cottesloe might have had some involvement in its early stages. Some 10 000 to 
15 000 students a year use the Herdsman Lake centre as a field study site where they can get direct engagement 
with the environment. I believe the Canning River Regional Park eco education centre will be shown to be an 
equivalent centre in the southern regions. 
In the last couple of minutes I have available to me I want to touch on some matters that go beyond my 
electorate. I have often described Western Australia as the Indochine of the twenty-first century; Indochine being 
an old French colonial word to describe the south east corner of South East Asia represented by Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam. It was called Indochine because in European eyes at the time it represented the intersect between 
two giant cultures and economies in India and China. I believe Western Australia is clearly poised now to be the 
Indochine of the twenty-first century, if we grab those opportunities and make it sustainable and diverse and if 
we engage on multiple levels across the region. I am developing some ideas and will put the proposition to 
government that we should take advantage of our geographic and trading position across the region and use our 
international trade offices to forge a trading alliance. Perhaps on a sister state or trade office basis we could host 
a conference of our trading offices and our host governments and states across the region within the next year or 
so and talk through what we can do to assist with technological developments to address climate change, trade 
and the development of technology, governance, and the expansion of trade across a broader range of products 
and services between our member economies and peoples. This is an exciting opportunity because Western 
Australia carries credibility amongst its trading partners as a state with an outward looking, optimistic, highly 
skilled and very capable government and business community. We could add value directly to our trading 
partners and their associated communities on a collaborative basis one amongst another. For example, our 
trading offices in the region, in Korea, Japan, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia and India, also give service 
into Thailand, Vietnam, Taiwan and Sri Lanka, and into the greater Indian subcontinent and the Middle East. I 
think that kind of focus upon the East Asia axis in which we live and west across the Indian Ocean is our future. 
Although the Premier’s Statement was very much focused on the work that is going on within the state, it also 
points us into the future of the twenty-first century as a key international trader in our region. 

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [6.31 pm]: I want to also respond to the Premier’s Statement of yesterday. I want to 
provide a view from a rural perspective to the Premier’s Statement and his outlook for the state and the proposed 
future that Western Australia is looking at. Indeed, my constituents in the electorate of Moore will obviously be 
participants in that future.  

The Premier painted a fairly rosy picture and, of course, in terms of our economy that is not challenged. This 
state is experiencing, as has been said before a number of times in this house, probably the most unprecedented 
economic boom. That is fantastic. It is great! Of course, as has been outlined by a number of speakers, the 
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question of equity in sharing in the spoils of our economic boom needs to be considered. I will endeavour to do 
that this evening from the viewpoint of my electorate. 
The resource industry can probably lay claim to the fact that in the early development stages of this great state, it 
was the catalyst—through the gold industry in the gold rush days—that got Western Australia out of its 
economic strife in the late 1800s. Prior to that, as a colony we were reliant on food production. I think parallels 
can be drawn between today and our history in terms of the vagaries of the minerals industry and resource 
development. In the gold rush days, the state’s economy took off at great speed, but then, of course, it ran into 
difficulties in later years. I take this opportunity to remind the people who sit in this place and make decisions 
about the future direction of this great state from a strategic and security point of view that one of the most 
important things we need to recognise is security of food. We only have to read the history of great ages in the 
past to see that civilisation’s capacity to be what it is called—civilised—really came about only when there was 
a surplus production of food. Principally, I make these comments to put into context our need to be forever 
conscious of the fact that food production is the key element of the sustainability of our civilised society. 

Western Australia has always been a great food producer. Of course, the economic boom in the minerals industry 
has captured the headlines and the limelight of our current great financial position. However, I think we need to 
remind people that agriculture is still one of our great export earners. Agriculture is worth in the vicinity of more 
than $4.5 billion to this state. That is an enormous contribution to the economy of Western Australia. Consider 
the multiplier effect of that food production and all the industries that support it. Therefore, it is vital that in this 
place we be continually cognisant of the fact that we need to ensure the future of Western Australia’s village 
garden; that is, the great rural areas of our state that produce our food, the greatest proportion of which is 
exported, which brings in those valuable export dollars. No doubt there will be some degree of a downturn or 
recession in the minerals industry. At this stage it cannot be foreseen and it may not occur to any great extent for 
a number of years or at all. However, we need to be aware of and accept the possibility of a downturn in the 
resource industry. As we progress through the coming decades, we need to have a strategic direction in place to 
ensure that we retain the capacity for our rural areas, farmers, horticulturalists and fishermen to produce food, 
not only for our own growing domestic needs—the population of Western Australia has been projected to 
expand by considerable numbers through the next decades—but also for our contribution in feeding the world 
population. It is estimated that by 2050 the world’s population, all things being equal and the status quo 
continuing, will increase from six billion people to nine billion people. An extra three billion people will need to 
be clothed, housed and, more importantly, fed. That is a 40 per cent increase on current food production around 
the world.  
The effects of global climate change—I will not enter into the debate of its causes, but it is happening—are 
being felt all around the world. In Western Australia we are losing, through salinity and for other reasons, arable 
food-producing land. Therefore, we face the prospect of increasing demand for arable land on one side of the 
equation and, on the other, the diminished capacity, in terms of area, of arable land. What makes up the 
difference? Technology. The technological advances that we have made through the application of new 
techniques in farming practices, chemicals and bioscience has enabled us not only in Western Australia but also 
worldwide to stay in tune with the demand for agricultural products. Therefore, rural and regional Western 
Australia plays a vital role. I am unashamedly biased towards the view that we, universally, must not take our 
eye off the ball in ensuring the prospect for our rural producers and those people who live in rural areas to 
maintain their sustainability in providing the economic drivers of food production and in securing our domestic 
needs.  
Yesterday the Premier spoke in glowing terms of the government’s expenditure in regional Western Australia. In 
fact, I believe that today, in response to an interjection from the Leader of the Opposition, the Treasurer stated 
that $1.6 billion worth of regional infrastructure expenditure is planned for regional Western Australia. I think he 
was making the point that the 25 per cent retention of royalties proposed by the National Party would fall far 
short of that by some $600 million or $700 million. However, in examining where that expenditure is proposed 
and where it is currently being spent, it is essentially being spent in regional centres. I endorse that expenditure; 
it is needed because each of those regional centres is the hub from which we can access our services from 
farming and pastoral producing areas. They also provide the ports for the goods to be shipped overseas. They 
play an essential role. Therefore, I endorse both the past and the proposed expenditure. However, those areas that 
are missing out are the vast areas surrounding those regional centres—the central midlands areas, the mid-west, 
the great southern and the areas surrounding the great city of Bunbury. Many people, particularly on this side of 
the house, have highlighted the lack of investment in infrastructure such as roads, rail, power and water in this 
area, where, sadly, funding has been underspent. That is leading to a rapid deterioration in the quality of those 
infrastructure systems. If we are not careful, as can be evidenced by some of our power infrastructure, this will 
lead to dire consequences. I refer to my electorate of Moore in the central midlands area, where power outages of 
up to 16 and 17 hours, and in some cases for longer, occur on a regular basis. People lose tens of thousands of 
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dollars worth of equipment and goods. One example is the Dandaragan stock supply and hardware store, which 
supplies various inoculants that require refrigeration. Recently this summer, as a result of one 14-hour power 
outage, the store lost between $12 000 and $15 000 worth of inoculants. The store’s fridge blew up. The 
inoculants must be disposed of in the correct way; they cannot be simply thrown on a tip or buried. Some of 
them must be incinerated in a proper furnace. However, it was in the middle of the fire season in summer so the 
store owners could not light a fire in the rubbish bin outside to burn them.  
An opposition member: They need compensation.  
Mr G. SNOOK: Exactly, compensation! This is an ongoing issue; it is not a one-off event. People are fed up to 
the back teeth with power outages continually happening. It is not only expensive but also cuts to the core of the 
capacity to supply a service to farmers and graziers who need this product, but who, of course, will go elsewhere 
to source it. This puts pressure on local rural communities and businesses. It is simply not good enough. Why is 
it occurring? It is occurring because the infrastructure is 40 or 50 years old and either very little work or 
inadequate work has been done to upgrade it, particularly in recent times. That is a problem that the Minister for 
Energy has assured us will be addressed. I hope that it does not fall into the same category as lots of other 
projects for which millions of dollars have been allocated, and which sound good, but which are spread out over 
the next 10 years. In many cases, we cannot afford to continue to stand by and watch some of our rural roads, 
and particularly our rail freight infrastructure in regional Western Australia, sit there rotting and be faced with 
spending billions of dollars to upgrade it.  
It is my view that an investment into infrastructure that earns us export dollars should have some greater priority 
than it currently has. It all costs money. There is a requirement for a contribution from producers. Producers have 
indicated that they are happy to pay something. However, they should not have to be flogged to death and be 
making more than what is a reasonable contribution. It is up to the state government to come up with the real 
money to retrofit and upgrade rail infrastructure in Western Australia to provide the capacity to handle our bulk 
wheat so that the vast part of that volume of freight can be taken off our roads, which are deteriorating, because 
they were never designed to carry that increasing volume. This year, because of drought, we produced only 
about seven million tonnes of grain in Western Australia. Our average crop is 12 million or 13 million tonnes. A 
very good crop is 15 million tonnes. Good seasons prevailing, we have the capacity to produce 15 million to 
20 million tonnes of grain. Wheat is currently fetching a high price. Last night I heard that, on the Chicago 
Futures Exchange, wheat pushed through $12 a bushel, and that drives up our price to unprecedented levels. That 
is a great windfall. However, with volumes such as that, in the future decade we will be faced with a really big 
problem in maintaining our road system. I am calling for better strategic planning and direction from the state 
government in its recognition of the vital role that rural and regional Western Australia play in maintaining their 
contribution to the economic wellbeing of this state. I hope the resources boom goes for decades. I am informed 
there is the prospect that it could do that. However, we must prepare ourselves and ensure that we maintain the 
capacity to call on what has underpinned this state’s economic capacity; namely, agricultural food production 
and agricultural production per se. It is essential that we retain that capacity. It should cut right across politics. It 
should be a business decision. In this Parliament, we should consider it in the same way we consider the 
resources industry. Everyone in this chamber supports the mineral boom that we are experiencing and all the 
benefits that flow back to our communities and the state’s economic wellbeing. We should take that same 
approach to agriculture and rural Western Australia.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G. SNOOK: We should not look upon it as though there is an alternative. What frightens the daylights out 
of me are comments I hear from some members in this house such as, “If farmers are going broke and can’t 
produce the food we need, we’ll just import it”. That is totally unacceptable; it covers a number of issues, such as 
loss of jobs, loss of food security and loss of quality control and standards, which are vitally important to all of 
us. Regardless of which side of politics we come from, those issues must be seen as vital. I therefore urge 
members opposite to be mindful of the need to ensure our food security. Western Australia’s regional centres, 
my electorate in particular, play a very important role in the provision of food security for Western Australia.  

The electorate of Moore is a wonderful, diverse electorate. Everyone’s electorate is great, but my electorate is 
particularly diverse and encompasses eight shires up the coast, north of your electorate, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is a very good region.  

Mr G. SNOOK: It is a wonderful region; it has fantastic development opportunities. In my region there are dry 
wheatbelt farming areas up to the high rainfall coastal areas south towards the shires of Chittering and Gingin, 
and there are new and developing industries in the olive industry and in viticulture and silviculture. Of course, I 
cannot stand here and fail to mention that there are also — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Different grades of sheep!  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 27 February 2008] 

 p416c-451a 
Mr Troy Buswell; Dr Kim Hames; Speaker; Mr Brendon Grylls; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Ms Dianne Guise; 

Mr Terry Redman; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr Tony McRae; Mr Gary Snook 

 [36] 

Mr G. SNOOK: I was not going to mention that, member for Cottesloe, but now that the member has drawn that 
to my attention, I must say that the diversity of animal production is providing fantastic opportunities. All jokes 
aside, it is a credit to our Western Australian graziers and growers that they have looked for all opportunities. 
That is the case particularly with rural-based graziers and growers, but they are all contributing. That has brought 
about a diverse range of production, and those opportunities will continue to exist.  

In the central midlands area, there are vast amounts of underground water, and there are massive aquifers. I note 
that the Minister for Water Resources is in the house. The minister would be well aware of the potential of that 
area, and also of the need, which we are looking at, to manage those resources well. There are great opportunities 
in that area. Proposals are now under consideration to establish a dairy industry in the central midlands in the 
Dandaragan-Moora-Eneabba area. Another successful project is already underway with the growth of perennials 
without irrigation. Some really good results are coming out of the new plants that are being trialled in that area. 
It is one thing to look at the doom and gloom that in many ways is surrounding agriculture in Western Australia, 
and of course across the nation, due to the drought and the changing climatic conditions. However, there is great 
hope in Western Australia. I am mightily proud of, and look forward enthusiastically to, the prospect of even 
greater agricultural diversification in the electorate of Moore. That is really, really exciting.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Innovative farmers! 

Mr G. SNOOK: Absolutely—innovative farmers. The good thing is that outside of agriculture, capital 
investment is coming into my region. That is great. All these things play a vital role. That will not succeed unless 
we invest in the infrastructure that is required to meet the needs and the demands.  

One matter on which all the local authorities in my electorate are continually lobbying me is the need for more 
land to be released. The Leader of the Opposition mentioned in his response to the Premier’s Statement the 
difficulties with housing affordability in the metropolitan area. Many development opportunities are being 
missed throughout regional Western Australia, particularly in my electorate. In the three years that I have been 
the member for Moore every shire in my electorate has written to me complaining bitterly about the need for 
more blocks to be released to meet the high demand for land, particularly in the coastal shires. In small towns 
throughout the wheatbelt, where there is a high demand for housing blocks, a simple mechanism should be put in 
place to cut through the one size fits all model. That model makes it very constrictive for small local shires that 
want to release half a dozen blocks of land in little towns such as Yerecoin or Bolgart. We need to be able to cut 
through the regulatory processes to such a degree that we make it easier for small shires to fund small land 
developments. There is not a great deal of profit in these types of developments, so LandCorp is not interested. 
LandCorp is a corporate organisation. It aims for the big bucks. It goes for the high profile developments in 
coastal areas or the larger regional centres, and it makes its money out of that. That is fine. However, we are 
missing the opportunity to keep in our small rural communities the heart and the pulse that is so important in 
those communities. A large number of people are now shifting to regional areas. That provides the opportunity 
for growth in those areas. However, we need to accommodate that in our administrative processes. We should 
not allow those processes to get bogged down as they always appear to get bogged down.  

As a former fisherman, I cannot let this opportunity go by without reflecting on the fishing industry. As a matter 
of record, probably 30 per cent of all the lobster production in Western Australia is from the coastal area of my 
electorate. That lobster production plays a very important economic role in my electorate. There has also been a 
very strong wetline fishery in my electorate and in the central west coast region. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr G. SNOOK: The day the member for Cottesloe brings me a little piece of his newfound pet sheep that I may 
be able to barter for a little piece of a crayfish leg, we may be able to do a deal! However, farmers like the 
member for Cottesloe seem to be very stringent with their generosity. It is on record. I will swap the member for 
Cottesloe a crayfish tail for a couple of lambs!  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Do you know the particular name of the one you want? 

Mr G. SNOOK: Yes! Is it Lily, or is it Dolly? I cannot remember! Of course the member for Cottesloe’s lovely 
wife would have some say into which one was to go!  

Back to the point. That diversion did not work, member for Cottesloe! I was talking about the fishing industry. 
The fishing industry is facing a very sad set of circumstances. I want to place on the record my disappointment 
with the government, and particularly with the Minister for Fisheries, in trying to address what is claimed to 
be—I do not argue the point—a sustainability problem with our scalefish industry. It is appalling that the action 
that this minister has taken, and that this government has endorsed, is impacting on the scalefish industry in this 
way. At the outset, the minister held a wetline review. That review sliced the number of participants in that 
industry by putting in place criteria that eliminated more than 50 per cent of all the wetline fishermen. Many of 
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those fishermen have fallen through the cracks in meeting those criteria, and that has placed them under 
enormous financial strain. Secondly, the minister announced a closure of the metro fishery between Lancelin and 
Binningup and placed placing a total prohibition on the taking of scalefish by the wetline industry in that zone. 
That has relocated the effort; it has displaced people; and it has smashed the heart out of families. There are not a 
lot of them, but they are people like me and like other members. Of course, the other appalling aspect is that 
under the minister’s directive, rock lobster fishermen are not allowed to take fish home, even as bycatch, to put 
on their table. That is disgraceful; it is idiotic; it is discriminatory; it is unfair; and it does not reflect good spirit. I 
say that with a great deal of conviction and disappointment. A rock lobster fishermen should be allowed to keep 
a fish that has come up in a craypot.  That fish, commonly known as a bycatch, is to all intents and purposes 
already dead, because of the depth that it has been brought up from, and decompression. If it is thrown back into 
the ocean, it will just be eaten; it is lost. A fisherman is not even allowed to even put that fish in his craypot as 
bait. It is an offence for a crayfisherman to keep a fishing line or a fishing hook on his boat. That is absolutely 
diabolically crazy. It is a nonsense. I call on those government members who are in this place now to take note of 
what I am saying and to inquire into this matter, because the minister has refused to accept this reasonable 
argument.  

In summary, the criticisms that I have made of the government in a number of areas have been made in the 
context of the need for infrastructure investment in rural Western Australia. I would also like to place on record 
that at long, long last it appears that there is hope for Indian Ocean Drive. This has been a passion and a project 
of mine for about 34 years—24 years in local government, and 10 years before that. I have been in this place 
now for three years. It appears that the government is committed to this project. I hope the government does not 
fail on this project, because the economic boost and advantage that will provide to the electorate of Moore from 
tourism and industry, and from an income return for the government, will be enormous. I acknowledge that 
commitment. I conclude on this note: if the Government of Western Australia is willing to make the necessary 
investment in infrastructure in rural and regional areas, it will go a long way towards securing the future of those 
rural and regional areas.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House).  

House adjourned at 7.01 pm 

__________ 

 
 


